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to Preble Street. Read the full story on Page 7.

- Photo by Mindy Glickman

Islander honored for volunteerism

Linda Holtslander of Peaks Island was named last month a 2024 Myra Kraft Community MVP
Award winner in recognition for her years of volunteer work for Preble Street, a Portland-based
nonprofit that helps the city’s neediest with meals, crisis intervention, clean clothes, healthcare
and shelter. The award came with a $10,000 donation from the New England Patriots Foundation

regulated.

~ Short-term
rental limits
eyed on Peaks

By Scott Dolan
Peaks Island News

New regulations proposed by the Peaks Island
Council would impose a cap of 40 short-term
rental licenses available on Peaks Island for any
year-round homes that are not used as the owner’s
primary residence.

The proposal, supported by the council in a 5-2
vote at its May meeting, would be the first time
that the number of short-term rentals on Peaks was

“What we are putting forward is purely hypothet-
ical as recommendations,” said Peter McLaughlin,
chairman of the Peaks Island Council.

The Portland City Council has the final authority
on whether to adopt any amendments to the cur-
rent building regulations.

The proposal comes as the island’s scarce housing
suitable for year-round living is increasingly being

bought up by out-of-staters who rent to summer

vacationers through online markets like Airbnb.
com and VRBO.com.

At the time of the council’s May vote, only 88

short-term rental licenses had been issued for Peaks
residences, 39 of which were year-round residences
that were not owner occupied.

In effect, what the new proposed regulation

See COUNCIL, page 18

Derelict boat towed after complaint of needles on dock

By Scott Dolan
Peaks Island News

When Reed Kraft’s young children
went to go fishing off Peaks Island’s
army dock last month and had to step
over used hypodermic needles dis-
carded by the occupants of a derelict
boat, his wife, Devon, said that was
the last straw.

Devon Kraft recalled that her hus-
band, who is currently away at sea
for work as a marine engineer, imme-
diately began making calls in early
June to local authorities to try to have
the derelict boat and its occupants
removed.

“The real issue for Reed was that
you can’t be an idiot out on the water
chucking needles over the side of
the boat,” Devon Kraft said. “It’s not
okay.”

Devon Kraft said that she and her
husband love living on Peaks year-
round and raising their three children
here, especially because it is such a
safe community.

“Living out here is so special,” she
said. “But if I lose that safety for my

children, what am I doing out here?”
The assistant Portland harbor mas-
ter came out to Peaks after getting
those calls from Reed Kraft and others
and spoke directly to the owner of
the derelict boat, called the Egret II.
The harbor master’s office declined to
identify the owner.
The difficulty, both
state and local officials

Bridge, according to the harbor mas-
ter’s office.

The Egret II, which is a 1984 Carver
3207 Aft Cabin, is listed in the U.S.
Coast Guard’s Information Exchange
database as last having had certifica-
tion documents that expired in 2002.

In Maine, most of the land that is

covered by water is pub-
licly owned under law

said, is that the author- “If I lose that  dating back to colonial
ities are mostly pow- times, when everyone
erless to do anything Sa,fety for my had a right to use them
when a boat is floating children, what ¢, “fishing, fowling
and tied up to public am I doing (hunting), and naviga-
property, unless they tion,” according to the
can certify that the boat out here?” Bureau of Parks and

is inoperable and no
longer meets the legal
definition of a boat.

In this case, however,
the owner of the Egret II acquiesced
to pressure, and arranged to have his
boat towed away by another person’s
boat during the early morning of
June 10 and relocated to the waters
by the Thomas Knight Park in South
Portland at the base of the Casco Bay

- Devon Kraft

Lands website. Docks
and other structures
located on submerged
lands may be privately
owned, but the land and water be-
neath them are public.

John Noll, the state director of the
Submerged Land division of the Bu-
reau of Parks and Lands, said that so
long as a vessel can still be considered

See DERELICT, page 17

Used hypodermic needles found
disgarded on the army dock in June
- Photo by John Kamp

INSIDE: Real estate scams, page 6; 2024 Graduates, pages 12 & 13; Historically Speaking, page 19 ... and more



The 27th annual Peaks Island
Clamshell Relay Race was held
on July 4. Left: A young runner
finishes the first leg of the relay.
Above: Spectators watch the
clamshell handoff. Right: Kate
Crothers and her son Frank, 5,
cross the finish line together.

- Photos by Cara Dolan

TEIA building receives national designation

By Joanne Maclssac
For Trefethen-Evergreen Improvement Assoc.

The Trefethen-Evergreen Improvement Associ-
ation building and grounds on the northwest side
of Peaks Island have been added to the National
Register of Historic Places. TEIA joins four other
historic Peaks Island sites with the designation:
Battery Steele, Greenwood Gardens, The Fifth Maine
Regiment and the Eighth Maine Regiment. This
recognition signifies that a building or site has deep
significance and relevance to the development of the
community and that it is important to preserve it for
future generations.

The TEIA clubhouse was originally built in 1914-
15 as the Dayburn Casino by two Boston business-
men, Frank J. Burns and James A. Day. In the early
20th century, recreational buildings called “casinos”
were a notable building type in Maine, common
along the coast and islands. Built on a prominent
waterfront site overlooking Diamond Passage in Cas-
co Bay, the Dayburn Casino was primarily intended
to be a dance hall. The timing wasn’t good with the
advent of World War I, and the venture failed after a
few years.

In 1912, sisters Mary and Mabel Davies summoned
a group of Peaks Island friends and neighbors to their
cottage. The result was the formation of the TEIA
with the following mission:

“The object of this Association shall be for the
improvement of Peaks Island, the preservation of its
natural beauties, the development of its resources,
the promotion of its health, cleanliness, and attrac-
tiveness, and the advancement of its religious, intel-
lectual, and social life, and the connection there with
the maintenance of a clubhouse for the promotion of
social intercourse among its members.”

Some of TEIA’s early initiatives included lobbying
for a submerged water pipe connection from Port-
land to bring Sebago Lake drinking water to Peaks;
the conversion of carbide gas streetlights to electric-
ity; repairing and oiling streets; the construction of
a boardwalk connecting the Trefethen and Evergreen
neighborhoods on the Island’s north end; working to
add new sewers and better fire protection; and aiding

OPEN DAILY: 8AM-9PM

290 CONGRESS STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101
207-805-1599

FULL-SERVICE GROCERY STORE
FEAT. 300+ PRODUCTS

FROM MAINE FARMERS & PRODUCERS

PORTLANDFOOD.COOP

- Photo by Noah Reischmann, via TEIA

residents in need.

The members met at various homes until they
were able to rent the second floor of Webber’s store,
at that time located at the corner of Trefethen and
Island Avenues. This location soon became too small
as membership grew from

endeavors, TEIA is renowned for embodying and pre-
serving island traditions. The first summer fair was
held outdoors in 1913, an annual tradition that con-
tinues 111 years later. Photos taken from the second
and third fairs show booths and throngs of people
milling around what was then the Trefethen apple
orchard and is now occupied by the tennis courts.
Many generations of island children have learned to
sail, swim and play tennis at TEIA. The association’s
campership program has provided island children the
opportunity to be engaged in a summer full of learn-
ing opportunities regardless of the ability to pay.
There have been minor changes to both the inte-
rior and exterior, but the building retains much of
the character and integrity of the original historic
architecture and setting. It has also maintained its
intended mission as an organization for educational,
civic, recreational and social pursuits. As TEIA looks
forward, its board of governors is committed to pre-
serving the property’s architectural and civic legacy.

19 original members N 1912 —————————————

to over 400 members by
1925. Various sites for con-
structing a new clubhouse
were under consideration
when the Dayburn Casino
became available. With

its waterfront location, it
became the clear choice for
TEIA’s new home.

The original architect is
unknown. However, the ren-
ovations commissioned by
TEIA are documented as the
work of John Calvin Stevens,
Maine’s best-known archi-
tect of that period. The most
notable renovation was the
creation of the wraparound
porch by moving the exte-
rior window walls 11 feet
inward.

In addition to its civic

cake for dessert.

6:30pm.

Raffle Lo
Dinner and Silent Auction

Come join for a night of
community! This year we are
changing up the menu with
baked ham, a side of potato
salad and a green salad fol-
lowed by a piece of delicious

Dinner will be served at

TEIA

ANNUAL FAIR!
SATORDAY, AUG.3,10:0- 108

Lunch & Prizes! Boutique

$17 for children 10 and under,
$25 for inside seating, $30 for
outside on the porch with a
water view. Contact Stephanie
Castle for dinner tickets at
sealightsgg@aol.com

Bidding on the
Silent Auction is
open during the
Fair, and then re-
opens from 5:30-
6:30, prior to the
Dinner. The always
entertaining Live
Auction takes place
after Dinner!

Trefethen Evergreen Improvement Association

10 Trefethen Avenue, Peaks Island, Maine



N avy Veteran named CBL general manager

By Ross Sneyd
Peaks Island News

A veteran of the U.S. Navy and a former Mainer has
been appointed general manager of Casco Bay Lines.

John Warnock will take over a position on July 22
that was vacated by the retirement of Hank Berg last
year.

“John has our confidence and the enthusiasm of
the entire board in taking the helm at CBL,” board
president Dave Crowley said in announcing the
appointment.

As general manager, Warnock essentially will be
the chief executive officer of Bay Lines, which em-

Reserve units.

by riding the boats to meet captains and crew and
Casco Bay Islanders. My focus will be on safety first,
on excellent service to islanders, good employee
relations, and sound fiscal management.”

Warnock spent 29 years with the Navy, including
heading a department at the Navy Operational Sup-
port Center in Norfolk, Virginia, in charge of Navy

His career continued in private industry. He most
recently was strategic communications analyst with
Worldwide Counter Threat Solutions LLC in Virgin-
ia, where he spent time helping other companies
analyze and interpret federal and military codes,

ploys more than 40 people year-round and about 90  laws and other technical material. Prior to that he / / \
during the summer. was with NGROUP Performance Partners, which does 7 }z
“I am thrilled to return to Maine and get to work workforce management. //@

leading Casco Bay Lines,” Warnock said in a state-
ment released by CBL. “I look forward to starting out

Warnock has family in the Harpswell area where he
continues to have a home.
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New Casco Bay Lines General Manager John Warnock.

- Photo courtesy of Casco Bay Lines

Marge Powers steps down from health center board

By Kira Salter-Gurau
Peaks Island News

Marge Powers has spent a lifetime
caring for others through her career
in nursing, a passion that she brought
with her to Peaks Island and her volun-
teer work with the Peaks Island Health
Association.

After 16 years as president of the
organization that manages the Peaks
Island Health Center, Powers has
stepped down, and will be honored
next month with an open house to
thank her for her service.

Powers dreamt of two things grow-
ing up in Boston — becoming a nurse
and living in Maine, where she spent

happy times as a youngster. “I learned
to walk on Peaks Island,” she said,
holding out a sepia picture of her as a
toddler sitting on the rocky beach at
Hadlock Cove in the late 1940s.

After completing a master’s degree
in health care administration at Salve
Regina College in Rhode Island, work-
ing full-time at the Boston Medical
Center, raising two children, having a
second job and maintaining a loving
marriage, Powers knows the impor-
tance of each role on a team.

At different points in her life, she
has played the role of nurse manager,
bedside nurse, pediatric nurse, ambu-
latory caregiver, medical surgery nurse

CONSIDERING LISTING YOUR rlONME?
Experience the best in real estate services with
Rhonda Berg, Associate Broker and 40-year
island resident. | provide staging; high-quality
photos, including stunning drone shots (both at
my expense); and years of experience, honesty
and great communication. | will even help you
pack! A portion of my listing commission goes to
The Peaks Island Fund.

A‘ssoaa e B
207-756-3450 caI
207-878-7892 office

brhondal1@gmail.com

and even served as president of the
Massachusetts Organization of Nurse
Executives.

“I wanted to be the kind of person
who mentored people and encouraged
them,” said Powers, When the oppor-
tunity arose to work in York, Maine,
Powers moved from Massachusetts
to Peaks, and commuted daily. After
retiring in 2007, a neighbor encouraged
Powers to attend the island health
center’s board meeting. Powers felt she
belonged.

Soon after her arrival on the board,
Powers faced a challenge. The ad-
vanced nurse practitioner at the time,
Nancy Wright, was leaving the clinic.
In a panic, the board and Powers put
out the word, searching for providers
for Peaks. Eventually, Maine Health,
the parent organization of Maine
Medical Center, saw the importance of
bringing care to the people of Peaks.
From then on, the clinic would be con-
sidered a branch of Maine Med. Powers
felt relief for the islanders who could
now receive care close to home.

Powers raved about the PIHA board
and the team it assembled. The mix of
backgrounds, such as physicians, educa-
tors, artists, nurses and business people,
has inspired Powers, especially under
the direction of new president Geoff
Phillips McEnany. “I feel I was success-
ful because of the board,” she said.

A proud moment for Powers was
bringing COVID-19 vaccines to Peaks
so quickly after they became available.
On Valentine’s Day 2021, Brackett
Church was set up as a COVID vacci-

nation clinic for the immunocompro-
mised and elderly. Powers’ retirement
plans include continuing to volunteer
at future
vaccination
clinics and
perhaps
taking a river
cruise.

Sitting in
the cor-
ner of her
living room,
the blue
and green
of Cushing
Island out the
window behind her, Powers praised
the people she’s been lucky enough
to work with throughout her career as
a nurse. She said she sees change is
common and the people you surround
yourself with are what’s most import-
ant. “My surfboard is ready,” Powers
said, referring to change as waves in
the ocean.

Powers has always brought warmth
and education to those around her.
While working in York in the early
2000s, she took a visiting group of
young Israeli nurses and showed
them the Boston medical scene.
Touring them around Maine before
sending them back home, Powers
took the medical students to the
Christmas Tree Shop as a way of say-
ing goodbye and hoping they would
come back soon. Kindness and hos-
pitality are key markers of Powers’
professional career.

Marge Powers

A

RCM CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

* Complete Interior Renovations

e Kitchen & Bath Remodels

* Custom Tile Showers

e Hardwood & Tile Floors
e Windows & Doors

¢ Decks

207-807-5940

bobmcauliffel 3@gmail.com




Editorial: Our definition of community
expands this time of year

Nerves can fray and
tempers can flare when
the crowds of day-trip-
pers, wedding guests
and others build at the
ferry docks this time of

clueless tourists, there
are places to visit and
things to do that are
more focused on us as
residents. The library
always offers a place of

respite and reflection.
Burger Nights at the
Lions Club are an oppor-
tunity to catch up with
neighbors and enjoy a
few tunes. Lectures at
the Trefethen Evergreen
Improvement Associa-
tion give us new insights
into the pursuits of
various islanders.
Starting this list is
dangerous, because it
doesn’t even scratch
the surface of the way
our community evolves
and expands this time
of the year. There are so
many ways to connect
and commune with one
another.
So, let’s all try to take
a deep breath the next
time we feel a bit over-
whelmed by some of the
ty, which is the glue that binds us as seasonal and crowds. They’re actually a vital part of our commu-
year-round residents to this rock. nity, too, and a good many of these folks sense the
Community events and gathering spots grow ever  special magic that drew us here to begin with. And,
more important as summer wears on and frustra- of course, they help to support a lot of livelihoods
tion occasionally mounts. here on The Rock. Let’s share some of the Peaks
Despite the crowds and the throngs of sometimes  spirit with them.

year.

As we all know,
sometimes you just
want to find a quiet
spot on the boat for a
trip to town or back to
the island. That’s not
so easy when you’re
being jostled and
crowded with your cart
full of groceries.

But it’s certainly a
part of life in popular
tourist destinations
between July 4th and
Labor Day. Crowds
will always descend
and visitors won’t
always remember that
they’re simply visiting
a beautiful place where
people actually live.

The annual influx re- . ppoto by Cecilia Bohan
quires us to rethink our
definition of communi-
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Letter: It’s your turn. Get involved

We are grateful for the Peaks Island Assessment done by Mohr & Seredin and talented scientists at FB
Environmental. It has provided an inventory of assets that we need to treasure and protect if we hope to
sustain our island community.

On July 27 between 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m., there will be an open house of ideas at the Peaks Island Ele-
mentary School. Organizers will be present to record ideas from any resident, year-round and summer, to
get a sense of what issues are community priorities, and to begin crafting a long-range plan in conjunction
with the Peaks Island Council, the city, island charities and you.

We sense that there is no shortage of opinions about anything related to our island, so this is your
chance to stir the pot, join conversations and lead projects to fix what is broken and protect what is not.
Topics will include climate change, flooding, wildfires, affordable housing, City ReCode, infrastructure,
paper streets, recreation, education, conservation, plant and insect invasives, water quality, tourists, bath-
rooms, parking, economic development and whatever else is on your mind.

Come gather with the community to plan for the future of Peaks at what is shaping up to be a 2024 ver-
sion of a Peaks Island Town Meeting. Food, door prizes and child care will be provided.

- Bill & Patty Zimmerman

Newspaper team to speak at TEIA

Peaks Island News’ editor, Ross Sneyd, and board president, Scott Dolan, will speak at the TEIA on Tues-
day, July 23, at 7 p.m. as part of the Club’s lecture series.

Members of the public are invited to attend the lecture, called “Covering Our Community: Peaks Island
News,” which will be held in the TEIA clubhouse at 10 Trefethen Ave.

Peaks Island News has been publishing stories about our island community since January 2024. But many
may not know how this newspaper got started, who is behind the effort, and what the goals are for the news-
paper’s future. Come hear a presentation about how the newspaper was conceived and launched, and bring
your ideas for the paper’s future.

Correction
A photo caption in the May edition incorrectly attributed artwork to school children. The artwork was
created by Laura Glendening.

Clarification

A story in the May edition describing a series of email exchanges Willow Street resident Bob Harville
had with city officials regarding a zoning issue on a neighboring property requires additional context.
Harville says the exchanges were requests for information about zoning compliance and not com-
plaints.

Corrections policy: Peaks Island News is committed to providing readers with the most accurate and
factual news possible. We know mistakes happen, and we do our best to correct them as quickly as possible.
If you spot a factual error, please let us know at news@peaksislandnews.org and we will run a correction in
the next print edition.

‘ EDITORIAL / LETTERS (4) |

Peaks Island News

This newspaper is a nonprofit organization
Created By Our Community For Our Community.
All members of the Peaks Island community
are encouraged to have a voice in this paper,
to contribute their ideas, writing, photography,
illustrations and energy.

Our Mission

We aim to create a true community newspaper, de-
livering news about Peaks Island people, schools,
businesses, government, organizations, current
events, arts, history and island culture, while
being supported by the people who live here and
advertisers that connect businesses with locals and
visitors alike.
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Advertisers reach readers and other businesses

through their advertisements, which are not
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Contact us
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PEAKS ISLAND PERSPECTIVE / NEWS

Connecting our sense of wonder to each other

PEAKS ISLAND
PERSPECTIVE

I used to live in a neighborhood
where all of the squirrels were white.
It was simply a matter of genetics, but
in this roughly half-square-mile area
all of the squirrels had pure white fur.
They were just Eastern gray squirrels,
but these gray squirrels were white. It
was very interesting to observe them
for about two minutes. At that point
you realized these were just squir-
rels...that are white. That’s it.

Unless they’re at your bird feeder,
most of the time people don’t pay
much attention to squirrels, no mat-
ter their color. This was a residential
area with lots of commuters, so most
of the cars driving through were not
too interested in looking at wildlife.
I’m sure most people were unaware
of the rather rare phenomenon all
around them. But those who did know
were really into it.

Every now and then a car would
slowly roll down the street with a
passenger holding binoculars to their
eyes like they were on a stakeout.
Clearly, they knew the secret. One
Halloween, a neighborhood kid made
the rounds in an excellently designed

white-squirrel costume. I think ev-
eryone on our street asked to take his
picture when he came to our doors.
But these were the exceptions. For
the most part people were surpris-
ingly oblivious to the white squirrels.
And this included people who attend-
ed the church and lived more than a
mile away.

People react strongly to seeing
white squirrels, and they react even
more strongly if they see a white
squirrel at a church. There were
several occasions when a parishio-
ner entered my office with a stunned
look on their face. Eyes wide open in
disbelief, they carried themself with
a shell-shocked stiffness as they tried
to disclose the miracle they had just
witnessed in the parking lot.

“Pastor, I just saw something and...I
can’t believe it.”

“Did you see a white squirrel?”

“Yes! I did! I’ve never seen any-
thing like it!”

“Hmmm. Sounds like a powerful ex-
perience. Tell me, what do you think
the white squirrel means?”

Those squirrels prompted some tru-
ly wonderful conversations. It turns
out that one way to get hard-edged
New Englanders to open up and talk
freely about their feelings is to briefly
show them a leucistic rodent. These
are the things they don’t teach you in
seminary.

The unexpected can do this to
us. When we’re caught off guard by
something beautiful or rare, our rigid

Building a more beautiful Peaks Island.
www.juniperdesignbuild.com.

cynicism can fall away so easily.
Maybe we haven’t seen it all. May-
be there’s more going on than we
realize. Maybe we should pay more
attention to what we normally over-
look.

As I’'m sure you know, we currently
have a young piebald deer living on
the island. I still haven’t seen it for
myself, but I’ve talked about it in
three different Sunday morning chil-
dren’s sermons. And there are many
more lessons that this neighbor has
to teach us.

Is this piebald a one-time mu-
tation, or will the characteristic
establish itself in the population?
All T know is that I guarantee it has
already prompted some feelings in
people that they were not expecting.

Recently I was at a friend’s house
here on the island. It’s a beautiful
home with gardens of gorgeous flow-
ers, a steady stream of birds at the
feeders and a view of the ocean that
makes me think of Winslow Homer.
All year it’s an amazing place, but in
the early summer it’s simply a mas-
terpiece.

During this visit, in the middle of

conversation, my friend perked up,
looked out the window in excitement
and said, “Oh look, this is our favor-
ite!”

I looked, too, and couldn’t tell
which part of the breathtaking spec-
tacle she was referring to. I looked in
every direction, and it was all equally
amazing. She truly could have been
referring to anything and everything
I could see.

She must have noticed I was
looking all over because she said,
“No, look right in front of you. I'm
talking about the person right there
stopping to take a picture with their
camera. [ wonder if they’ve ever seen
a view like this before. It makes you
so thankful. Isn’t it wonderful to be
reminded of how special it is here?
There’s so much to be amazed by
everyday.”

I agree. As significant as it is to see
something unexpected for yourself, it
is even more special when that sense
of wonder connects you with others.

Editor’s note: Yes, leucistic is a word.
If you haven’t already looked it up, it
means “irregularly colored.”

Catching up: Joseph Mack turns 100

In the category of “Where Are They
Now?”, here’s an update on Joseph
Mack, who lived on Peaks Island for
more than 20 years.

Mack and his partner, Phyllis
Weintraub, resided at 835 Seashore
Ave., the last house on the left as you
go down the hill toward Spar Cove.

Phyllis died two years ago at the
summer home they shared in Trea-

Joseph Mack with Roxanne and Jeff
Marks at his home in New Hampshire.
- Photo courtesy of Roxanne and Jeff
Marks

sure Island, Florida.

Mack moved to live with his
son Dan and his wife Rosemary in
Laconia, New Hampshire, where he
enjoys views of their beautiful gar-
dens and visits from old friends from
Maine.

On one of those recent visits,
Peaks Islanders Jeff and Roxanne
Marks joined Mack for lunch and this
photo opportunity.

This month, his family from New
Hampshire and Massachusetts will
gather for a celebration of Mack’s
100th birthday

Mack grew up and spent most of
his life in Springfield, Massachusetts.
He worked as a physical therapist,
and today still gives a strong hand-
shake and firm embrace.

Mack served in the U.S. Army in
Europe during World War II.

Joe and Phyllis remained active
into their 90s, traveling to Spain and
attending plays and concerts until
shortly before her death.



NEWS / RHYTHM OF THE ROCK / POETRY

Buyer beware: Real estate
scams target island properties

By Ross Sneyd
Peaks Island News

Sue and Richard Berry have a
lovely home on Upper A Street with a
big, comfortable yard that is actually
composed of a second lot.

They have no intention of sell-
ing that open property that, for all
intents and purposes, appears to
be part of their house lot — despite
what you might see on Realtor.com.

Twice in the past year, like a
growing number of people across
Maine, they were the victims of an
attempted real estate scam: The lot
they own next door has appeared on
the Realtors Multiple Listing Service
for sale, even though they have no
plans to put it on the market and had
nothing to do with listing it.

“We were shocked, and we felt
very lucky that we found out about
it, but also very surprised that
there’s no system to prevent things
like this from happening,” Richard
said.

But neighbors saw the listing go
live and alerted the Berrys, who
were able to contact the real estate
agent who had posted it and have it
taken down.

These kinds of scams have popped
up all over the country, including
now in Maine and here on Peaks
Island. The Maine Association of
Realtors has put out several alerts to
its members warning of the problem
and offering tips to combat it.

Claire Berger, communications
manager at the association, said
agents have had to become more
vigilant when taking listings because
fraudsters have honed their game
in a bid to cash in before anyone
catches on.

“Most cases we have dealt with
have been vacant land and some
vacant property,” Berger said. “So
Peaks Island does match up, it would
seem, with a large amount of sea-
sonal homes that are not regularly
occupied. There was a bunch in York
County, and now it seems to be hap-
pening across the state. In chats with
colleagues from other states, this is a
problem not unique to Maine.”

One of the agents who mistakenly
listed the Berrys’ property for sale
was Jason Singer, a broker with Keller
Williams. He was traveling with fam-
ily in April when he got a call from
a man with a Louisiana number who
identified himself as Richard Berry.

“It was a man saying he owned a
lot on Upper A Street that he was
looking to sell, him and his wife,
Susan,” Singer said.

The agent did some research and
everything he was being told checked
out, including addresses and names
on the deed. There was one oddity,
though.

“It had actually come on the
market once before, in March, but
only for a day then was withdrawn,”
Singer said. “So I asked them about
it. He said he put it up for sale with-
out Susan’s permission.” Eventually
they agreed to sell the land and so
contacted Singer, he was told.

Singer happened to be in a movie
theater when the listing went live.
By the time the credits rolled and he
checked his phone, he had 11 mes-
sages. “There was maybe one person
interested in buying the lot and the
rest were from my office and the
actual owner,” he said.

Despite repeated attempts to iden-
tify the original caller who wanted to

list the property, the person disap-
peared and never responded to calls.

The Berrys reported both incidents
to the Maine attorney general’s of-
fice, the FBI’s cyber crimes unit and
the Maine Association of Realtors. “I
think they probably weren’t inter-
ested because no money had actual-
ly changed hands,” Sue said.

They were told if money had
changed hands and the deed trans-
ferred, they would have had to go to
court to reverse it and the purchas-
ers likely would have lost whatever
they paid if the fraudster couldn’t be
found.

The Berrys aren’t alone, and
neither is Singer. Rhonda Berg, a
broker with Harborview Properties,
was contacted by text about listing
a property on Pleasant Avenue. She
had some back and forth with the
person interested in selling and took
photos of the property, also a vacant
lot.

“Before my agency had time to list
it on MLS, I put the sign on,” Berg
said. “No sooner than I did that an
islander called me and said, ‘Are you
sure that this is right because that
was a bogus listing the last time.””

Sure enough, this one was bogus
as well. When Berg called the person
who had asked her to list the proper-
ty, he had a foreign accent. She was
not able to track him down to learn
his true identity.

Realtors are now advised to meet
potential clients in person whenever
possible, verify their identity with
IDs and try to make sure to intro-
duce them to a colleague.

Editor’s note: Rhonda Berg is a mem-
ber of the board of Peaks Island News.

Your summer live music guide is here
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July

July 18,6 p.m.
Chris Broadhurst/The Toozies at the
Legion

July 24, 6 p.m.
Don Campbell at the Lions Club Burg-
er Night

July 24, 8-9 p.m.
Casco Bay Tummlers Concert at the
Fifth Maine

July 25, 6 p.m.
Jeff Cusack and Mike Richards at the
Legion

July 26, 6 p.m.
Jeff Cusack at Island Lobster Company

Sundays at 3:45 p.m.
Acoustic Music Circle at the Legion

Summer is a great time to enjoy live music, and Peaks Island boasts a
terrific music scene ranging from homegrown musicians to international
touring bands. This month I’'m sharing a schedule of summer music on the
island for July and August. The information in this list is meant to cover the
range of summer music on the island, and I apologize if I missed anything.

Currently, the island’s music schedule is located in many places: websites
of individual organizations, Nextdoor, Facebook, Instagram, PeaksIsland.

info, PeaksBeat and more.

August

August 1, 6 p.m.
Jack Barrett and Cynde Putney at the
Legion

August 7, 8 p.m.

Peaks Island Music Association, Clas-
sical Violin, Piano, and Voice at the
Fifth Maine

August 8, 6 p.m.
Open Mic Night at the Legion

August 10
Hoot Night with Chris Broadhurst at
TEIA

August 13,6 p.m.
The Hedgehogs at Island Lobster
Company

August 15,6 p.m.
Keith Stockless and Jack Sherman at
the Legion

August 18,5 p.m.
PICW Fundraiser featuring The
Hedgehogs at TEIA

August 21, 6 p.m.
The Elmores at the Lions Club Burger
Night

August 21, 8 p.m.
PI Chorale at the Fifth Maine

August 22, 7 p.m.

Reverie Road with Winifred Horan,
John Williams, Katie Grennan and
Utsav Lal at the Fifth Maine

August 30, 6 p.m.
Jimmy Buffett Day with Jeff Cusack at
the Island Lobster Company

Poetry: Liz
Davis and
the Oak Tree

POETRY
LANDING
BY
JESSICA
GEORGE

This month we are featuring Liz
Davis, a woman I first became aware
of gracing our island’s shores while
acting with her in the summer com-
munity theater produced by Liz Rollins
at Trefethen Evergreen Improvement
Association.

You might recall her as a sugar-ma-
ma-snow-white costumed character in
Chris Durang’s “Vanya, Sonya, Masha
and Spike.” Last summer, she was a
part of the cast of "The Book of Will,"
playing a seductive lady-of-the-night-
type counterpart to Will Shakespeare’s
altruistic best friend after Will’s death.

In both roles, she was typecast as a
haughty, desirable older woman with a
business sense and love of adoration.

I believe her husband since university
days, Keith, and their large family of

12 — three daughters, three sons-in-
law, four grandchildren, and five dogs
— will be fans of this poem, as you may
be, too.

Oak Tree

Once, while walking in a quiet wood,

I came to where a gentle oak tree stood.
My body tired, my mind at ease,

I asked the tree, “If you please,

“May I climb upon your limb?

“To rest my body, slight and slim.”

Surprised I was to hear,

A gentle whisper in my ear.

The voice was not of humankind,
Yet its sound -—so strangely mine!
“Too young to rest but for a while,
“The road ahead will bring a smile!”

I pondered what the old tree knew,
What lay ahead? Excitement grew!
No recollection of why I’d asked,
The journey ahead, no more a task.
So eagerly [ went — on my way,
The miles of life before me lay.

Many oceans, a desert breeze,

Soon rolling hills, and cedar trees.

The old tree so wise — so many places!
The old tree so wise — so many faces.
But it was yours I caught in the crowd,
Now, in our family tree, we rest so proud.

- By Liz Davis

Jessica George is an artist and mother who
made the move to Peaks Island in 2007.
Her recent publication, “Trailing Arbu-
tus,” is a collection of nonfiction poetry
and prose that can be found at www.
trueblueisland.com. Your submissions for
Poetry Landing are welcome at dreamstre-
ampoetry@gmail.com.
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Holtslander honored for Preble Street work

By Scott Dolan
Peaks Island News

A Peaks Island resident who has tirelessly de-
voted her retirement years to volunteering to help
Portland’s neediest and homeless was honored last
month with a prestigious award.

Linda Holtslander, 81, who has volunteered three
to five days per week for the past seven years at Pre-
ble Street, a Portland-based nonprofit, was named a
2024 Myra Kraft Community MVP Award Winner.

Preble Street received a $10,000 donation as part
of Holtslander’s award, which was given by the New
England Patriots Foundation in the name of the late
wife of Robert Kraft, the chairman and CEO of the
Patriots.

When Holtslander moved to Peaks Island seven
years ago, she had accomplished enough in her
career that most people in her shoes would have
retired with satisfaction. She had been a library
administrator in Berkeley, California; an adjunct
professor at University of California Berkeley in its
master’s in library science program; received a Ful-
bright Scholarship to Helsinki, Finland; and finished
her career as a division manager for development,
programs and public relations for the public librar-
ies in Loudoun County, Virginia, outside Washing-
ton, D.C.

Instead of slowing down, Holtslander came here
and immediately poured herself into volunteering
for Preble Street, which helps the city’s needi-
est with meals, crisis intervention, clean clothes,
healthcare and shelter.

“I’'m really blessed with the energy that I have,”
she said in a recent ferry-ride interview on her
commute home after preparing meals all day for
those in need. “It’s hard for me to sit down and do
nothing.” “After seven years of volunteering, fellow
passengers on the morning boat from Peaks Island
to Portland often will ask me, ‘off to Preble Street?’
After all this time, it is my identity. It is part of who
[ am.”

Holtslander was nominated for the award by Pre-
ble Street Volunteer Program Manager Elisa Fleig,
who was trained on the job by Holtslander when
Fleig started at Preble Street several years ago as
administrative assistant.

Patriots pro football Hall of Famer Andre Tippett, left, and Gillette’s vice president of communications and
community affairs Kara Buckley, right, congratulate Linda Holtslander for being selected as a 2024 Myra Kraft
Community MVP Award recipient. - Photo courtesy of Eric J. Adler / New England Patriots

“Linda’s volunteer journey with Preble Street is a
testament to her extraordinary dedication to, and
compassion for, her local community” Fleig wrote in
her nomination papers. “Volunteering three to five
days a week, she even comes in on days when Maine
winter weather makes for turbulent ferry rides from
her home on Peaks Island. Over the last seven years,
she has become an indispensable member of many
programs at Preble Street.”

Holtslander often volunteers at Preble Street’s
Food Security Hub facility in South Portland, where
she helps prepare more than 2,000 meals a day. She
does whatever work is needed most during her shift,
whether washing dirty dishes, chopping onions or
portioning out meals into containers.

Preble Street opened the Food Security Hub in

late 2021 in response to a substantial growth in
hunger in Maine since the pandemic, allowing it to
dramatically increase the number of hot meals and
grocery meals it provides.

Beyond the kitchen, Holtslander also sometimes
takes the role of administrative assistant at the
front desk of Preble Street’s center in downtown
Portland.

“When filling in for the position, she is the first
point of contact for anyone calling Preble Street,
from clients in crisis who are looking for resources,
to donors, media representatives, and other volun-
teers,” Fleig wrote. “Whether it’s directing calls or
providing essential information, Linda’s warmth
and professionalism leave a lasting impression on
everyone she interacts with.”

Affordable housing project set to move forward

By Ross Sneyd
Peaks Island News

An affordable housing project
planned for Central Avenue that hit
snags over the past year is soon set for
construction now that ownership of
the property has been transferred to
Home Start, an island organization.

Plans call for three units to be built
at 18 Central Avenue, a brick building
across from St. Christopher’s Catholic
Church that was once the church’s
parish hall.

=

The building will be demolished and
a modular building is being shipped
to the island in units for assembly on
site, and will be erected on top of the
foundation. Additional construction
and finishing will be required before
the apartments can be occupied,
which may take until early next year,
according to Home Start.

“The apartments will all be handi-
capped accessible because they’re all
ground-level,” said Betsey Remage-
Healey, Home Start president. “They’ll

This rendering shows the building planned to to be constructed at 18 Central Ave.,
providing three new affordable housing units to the island.

- Graphic courtesy of Home Start

all have at least one-and-a-half
bathrooms. They will all have solar
collectors because the building faces
south, so they will not have heat and
electricity costs. How can you not love
those things?”

It has not been an easy process.
The Catholic diocese sold the build-
ing many years ago to a family that
used it seasonally. It became avail-
able when the previous owners, a
group of siblings, were unable to pay
taxes.

The building is in rough shape.
Cement was poured down the drains
of one of the bathrooms, destroying
it. Old furniture and household items
are strewn about the building, along
with appliances that haven’t been
used in years, and even a couple of
pool tables.

The city worked with Home Start to
create much-needed affordable rental
housing on the island. But the debate
about whether the former parish hall
should be rehabbed or demolished

and rebuilt split the Home Start board.

The decision to rebuild resulted in
some board members resigning. Even-
tually, with a full board, an agreement
was struck to purchase the building
from the city for $37,000.

But just days before the closing was
expected late last year, Home Start

learned that under a U.S. Supreme
Court ruling the city would have to
give the former owners an opportu-
nity to sell the property on the open
market to recoup the cost of the back
taxes and any other proceeds.

So 18 Central Avenue went on the
market earlier this year with a listing
price of $300,000. “That was devas-
tating, because we were planning on
spending $37,000 to get it,” Remage-
Healey said.

Home Start ultimately bid $50,000
“to cover the costs incurred by the
city,” and finally was able to purchase
the property late this spring.

Home Start won a loan from Maine-
Housing for reconstruction that will
be forgiven if the apartments remain
affordable for 45 years. An “angel
benefactor,” who wished to remain
anonymous, also stepped forward to
help move the project along, with oth-
er donations Home Start has collected
in recent years.

The three units will comprise two
two-bedroom apartments and one
three-bedroom. They will be man-
aged by Volunteers of America, which
also runs the Fay Garman House.
Two of the units will be rented for
80 percent of the median income for
the Portland area and the third for 60
percent of median income.



Where is Peaks’
Boston Post Cane?

By Kim Maclsaac
Peaks Island Historical Society

In 1909, Boston Post owner Edwin
A. Grozier came up with a unique
marketing idea for his struggling
newspaper.

He ordered several hundred or-
nate, gold-tipped canes, and offered
to donate one cane to each of some
700 towns in New England (no large
cities were included). The canes were
crafted of black ebony imported
from the Belgian Congo and topped
with a 14-carat gold head inscribed
“Presented by the Boston Post to the
oldest citizen of [name of town] To
Be Transmitted.” So the canes be-
longed to the town, not to individual
recipients.

The cane was to be presented to
the oldest male resident of each town
as a way to honor his longevity. It
wasn’t until 1930 that women were
considered eligible. Naturally, the
cane’s inscription, “Boston Post,” was
a not-so-subtle way to remind people
who provided the cane and, hope-
fully, motivate them to purchase the
newspaper.

A process was developed for de-
termining who the oldest resident
was. Basically, he or she had to be at
least 90 years old and a resident of

? PEAKS ISLAND HISTORY / CROSSWORD o,

Above left: Detail of the gold head of the missing Boston Post Cane for Peaks Island. Above right: Tom Quigg and Jimm Brown

present the cane to Edwin Haeger in 1992.

- Photos courtesy of Peaks Island Historical Society

the town for a certain period of time.
But each town used a variety of ways
to search for the oldest resident. The
lucky recipient was honored with a
public ceremony and presented with
the cane and a birthday cake. When
the honoree died or moved out of
town, the cane was presented to the
next-oldest resident. This became
known as the Boston Post cane tra-
dition.

Peaks Island had its own Boston
Post cane. The name of the first

fortunate islander to receive the cane
is lost to history, as are the names of
most of the cane recipients. The last
known recipients were Ed Haeger and
a Mrs. Watson. Both died more than
20 years ago. As the keeper of island
traditions, the Peaks Island Histori-
cal Society would love to revive this
old-fashioned, yet lovely, tradition
— if only someone could locate the
cane.

In its day, the Boston Post was
considered one of the leading news-

papers in the country. Upon Mr.
Grozier’s death in 1924, ownership
of the newspaper passed to his son
Richard, who was not as successful
and eventually died in a psychiatric
hospital. Competition caused the
Post’s circulation to decline and it
ceased publication in 1956.

Anyone with information about
Peaks Island’s Boston Post cane or
the islanders who held it are urged to
contact the Society at peakshistory@
gmail.com.

Crossword Challenge: An American patriot

By John Whitman

ACROSS

1. Bilbao’s province

7. UK bathrooms

10. “Dragon Tattoo” actor
Rooney 14. Not out

15. Bowler or boater

16. Latin field

17. Sports official

18. Mexican diminutive

19.“ Petite,” Jackie Wilson song
20. (Follows 53 Across)

23. Rubber, in England

24. Vertical pipe

25. Encourage

28. (Follows 43 Across)

30. Living on sea floor

1 2 3 M 5 6 3 S 10 11 1:2: 13
14 13 16
17 18 19
20 21 h2
3 4
Ps  pR6 P7 28 29
30 31 32 3
34 35 36 37 P38 39
4] ]
17 3
19 50 51 152
53 54 35 |56 57
58 59 0
61 2 3
64 5] 6

33. Clairvoyance

34 Word coined by Bram Stoker
35 Kisses, sometimes

40. Constellation

42. Citizen of Sarajevo

43. (Follows 20 Across)

48. Oh, to be in Paris!

49. Make amends

50. E.g., Edouard et Andre Mi-
chelin

53. Famous Last Words (followed
by 20, 43, and 28 Across)

58. Creedence Clearwater song
59. Man’s name meaning “watch-
ful”

60. Opposite of life?

61.X CEO

62. Boston feature

63. Epic traveler

64. Man’s name meaning “re-
born”

65. Sullivan, Sheehan, and Spe-
cial

66. Turn on oven

DOWN

1. Sugarcane wine

2. Restless craving

3. The Holocaust (Heb.)
4. Car named for ship

5. Muslim title (var.)

6. San Francisco, f/k/a __
7. Bulger

8. Ocho + seis

9. Many countries end like this
10. Game fish

Buena

11. Discriminatory against se-
niors

12. Weed

13. Maine Turnpike, e.g.

21. Org. since 1775

22. Bursts forth

25. Dhabi

26. Man’s name meaning “son”
27. Tight or dead

29. buco

31. WWII admiral nicknamed
“Bull”

32. fixe

36. 14 pounds

37. Inebriated (slang)

38. Hammer and anvil location
39. Dir. From Bangkok to Vladi-
vostok

41. Proposed

42. Rabbit

43, Private eye?

44. Nominated 8 times for Best
Actor Oscar (never won)

45. M25 surrounds it

46. Connected to internet

4 7. Musical instruments

51. Synopsis

52. Highly flammable liquid
54. Overabundant

55. Hastens

56. Chinese jumbo jet engine
manufacturer

57. Challenge

See puzzle solution on page 18.
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Sewer, water & septic « Service tapping & connections
Construction & site work ¢ Retaining walls & seawalls
House lifting, conventional & ICF foundations and repair

LANDSCAPING HARDSCAPING MASONRY

Fencing Stone wallls Chimneys
Sodding Patios & walks Stone veneer

Any size tree Complete driveway Complete
& shrub planting installation & repair stone work

B MASONRY, LANDSCAPING
D & EXCAUATION

Reach us at 207 400-6252 or kampmasonryandlandscaping@yahoo.com
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The woods of Peaks I

By Eleanor Morse
For Peaks Island Land Preserve

This past winter brought home to many of us,
in a powerful and personal way, the increasing
severity of winds and storm surges. With chang-
ing weather patterns and warmer, drier summers,
residents of Peaks are now looking at the need
for increasing vigilance against forest fires. Peaks
Island is vulnerable, and the fires of the past are
chiseled into the island’s collective memory: the
Gem Fire in 1934, the fire of 1936 that consumed
17 buildings in Forest City, the fire in 1957, in
which a large portion of the abandoned military
reservation burned. More recently, in June of 2020,
the post office caught fire, and in May of 2021 two
houses, a boat and a car were destroyed. Even more
recently, a trail walker discovered a smoldering
unextinguished campfire in the woods.

This spring, the board of PILP invited Charles
Moreno, a licensed professional forester, to walk
some of PILP’s trails and provide his recommen-
dations on how to manage the forests, both for
fire protection and general forest health. Based
in Strafford, New Hampshire, Moreno has been
a practicing consulting forester for more than
40 years, and manages more than 30,000 acres
of forests for private landowners, conservation
organizations and communities in southern New
Hampshire and Maine.

Moreno spent most of May 15 with seven PILP
board members hiking through some of the more
heavily wooded sections of our island’s protected
sites. He observed that the soils here, as on other
Casco Bay islands, are particularly thin: one to
two inches over rock. This leads to the instability
of trees and the likelihood of blowdowns during
high winds. In addition, beech leaf disease (BLD),
caused by a microscopic nematode, is likely to
create widespread mortality of beech trees. On
Reservoir Road, Moreno pointed out trees already
infected with this disease, and said that, within the
next two to three years, we can expect to see an
increase in fallen trees from BLD.

What are our best preventive strategies? Roads,
he said, are the most dependable fire breaks on
Peaks, together with the wetlands. Prescribed fires
to reduce ground-level fuels are becoming an es-
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- Photo by Sage Hayes

tablished practice in other parts of the country, but
are still not commonly used in New England. The
accepted practice here is to bring trunks, limbs and
woody debris as close as possible to ground level
where moisture is highest. This not only hastens
decomposition and reduces the risk of fire, but also
provides nourishment for the soil, bugs, beetles
and birds.

For many years, Robert van der Steenhoven and
Steve Bushey have done volunteer work in the
woods of Peaks exactly in this way: keeping trails
open, cutting large logs and bringing down leaners
(trees that have died or been blown down but have
not fallen flat). In recent years, a small chainsaw
group has joined them in helping to bring woody
debris to ground level where it can decompose as
quickly as possible. Last year, an area was cleared
next to the Clark Woods that presented fire danger
to a neighboring house.

It comes as no surprise that humans represent
the greatest fire risk to the woods. In the North-
east, May is generally one of the worst months for
forest fires, with its relatively low humidity and
the winter’s burden of dried leaves and pine nee-
dles carpeting the ground.

Campfires are not legal in the woods of Peaks, for
good reason. Fires travel fast during dry months,
and a campfire that appears to be quenched can
travel underground through root systems and
smolder undetected. Visitors to Peaks may not un-
derstand this. If you see a campfire in the woods, it

sland: Part one - fire safety

needs to be put out immediately. Elsewhere on the
island, fires not in a standard outdoor fireplace or
pit require a permit from the fire department.

Moreno made the point that residents with
homes closest to wooded areas have a special
responsibility to ensure that they have done what
they can to create defensible space around their
dwellings.

One of the many challenges of fire control on
Peaks Island is the difficulty of emergency person-
nel locating a particular spot in the interior of the
island. Recently a dog walker found a smoldering
campfire and was fortunate to run into Bushey,
who managed to locate cell service and contact-
ed van der Steenhoven and the fire department.
Among them all, the fire was extinguished. But
what if the dog walker had not found Bushey?
What if there had been no one available to help
the fire department locate this remote spot with
no street address?

Van der Steenhoven devised a system for pin-
pointing a location in the interior of the island. To
discuss the system, Michelle Brown organized a
meeting with the Maine Forest Service, the com-
munity policing officer, the Portland fire chief
and Portland fire marshal. Van der Steenhoven
designed tree tags for the Parker Preserve and 100
Acre Wood. This system is about to be pilot test-
ed, and you should begin seeing tree tags in those
sections of the woods soon.

During the past two years, Art Lavoie from
the Maine Forest Service has walked our trails
and done helpful spot checks on the island. The
people who have been engaged with fire preven-
tion efforts would likely be the first to say that we
could do more. Peaks Island could benefit from a
paid professional to help maintain trails, monitor
the woods and clear invasive plants, which create
unnaturally dense woody understories and under-
mine the resilience of the forest. How we get the
help we need — both volunteer and paid — to write
grants and find other sources of funding is a ques-
tion well worth asking now.

This is the first part of a two-part article about the
woods of Peaks Island. The second part will focus on
the health and well-being of our woods.

FROM THE BRICK SCHOOL
Words and art from students at Peaks Island Elementary School

School is over!

By Joseph Morales
Rising 5th grader

School ended on June 14th. School is good for learning,
math and good for making friends. But it’s almost summer
and there is no school in summer (unless you go to summer
school). Kids can have fun hanging out, going to the beach

and lots of activities!

September 6th is the day you go back to school but that’s
okay because you will be in a different grade. But, till then,
you still have a long summer so ... enjoy the time, kids! And
bye! Because I am moving off of Peaks Island before sum-

mer and I will not be back for three years.

What the American flag means to me

By Emmett O’Brien
Grade 5 graduate

There are 50 stars for the 50 states. Thirteen

fident that my team is going to win. It makes
me want to play as hard as I can for the people
in my family that have passed away. It makes
me think of everyone who has fought in all the

stripes for the 13 original colonies. Red, white
and blue just describe our country in many
different ways.

When I am near the flag, I feel honored. It
makes me proud of who I am and who I was. It
makes me think of all our country’s history. It
also gives me time to think of all our veterans.
It makes me motivated.

When I see the American flag, it normally
means I’m at a sports event. It makes me con-

wars: the Civil War, World War I, World War
I1. Soldiers in any war that you can think of is
who I will think of.

Most people should be happy to live in
America; it’s mostly good and starting to
become great. It will never be a perfect place.
It can’t always be a good place, so we have to
notice the good and not the bad in the country.
So, let’s all start to help make this country a
better place because we can all contribute.

Comic by Wyatt Hild, grade 5 graduate



sw_ FROM THE BRICK SCHOOL (1) |

PIES students embrace Peaks’ ike culture School’s Out: These are
’ the two best things that
happened this year!

By Cooper Brennan
Rising 5th grader

The Army band from Washington, D.C., was awesome, five-star review.
The fourth and fifth grade went to the Merrill Auditorium to see the Army
Band. They played some great songs, including the “Star Wars” theme.
They played something from the movie “Moana” and also “Cuz I Love
You” by Lizzo. One part that was super impressive was that there was
this one soldier that played the clarinet for four minutes straight with no
breaks!

Our field trip to the Gulf of Maine Research Institute was so cool. I got
there late, but luckily the class just got there so I didn’t miss much. While
we were there we saw a calico lobster (or “lobstah” as Mainers would say)
which are super-duper rare — 1 in 30 million. The technology in the Lab-
Venture area was incredible! Have you ever heard of a touch table? If not,
it is a device kind of like a smartphone but the size of an entire table. At
GMRI we used the touch table to collect data about lobsters.

No surprise that the two best things were field trips.

Things to do on Peaks Island

By Owen Stevenson
Rising 5th grader

Here are some things to do on Peaks Island this summer:

Take a bike ride. Head down to the Back Shore and enjoy stunning
views, warm sun and the salty sea air!

Head to Burger Night. Happening every other Wednesday, Burger
Night at the Lions Club is full of delight!

Top: PIES Field Day organizer Celeste Bridgford assists Naomi George with her

helmet before the all-school bike ride around the island on June 7. Go to the Fifth Maine Museum! This historic museum showcases
Bottom: Amoryn McPherson, a PIES kingergarten graduate, receives a push from lots of island history plus tons of Civil War and WWII artifacts.

her father Thomas at the beginning of the ride. - Photos by Cara Dolan

Join the Fifth Maine Museum! | Leaping to the Stars

. By Naomi George
Members enjoy: Grade 5 graduate
+ ¢ Free entry to the museum (with a guest)
MAINE ¢ Reduced or free entry to our events She loved looking at the stars.
e o 10% off museum shop purchases But everyone said, “Don’t look at the stars. You’ll go
RIEEnay ¢ The wonderful feeling that comes from blind.” .
5 s " But she kept looking.
preserving Peaks Island’s History, Legacy, he did <o blind
dC iyl She did go blind.
an ommunity: But she took a chance and leapt to the stars.
SN RE N2 o o ULl | www.fifthmainemuseum.org/support And now she sleeps on the stars every night.

Peaks Island Local Printer

Free Delivery to Casco Bay
Lines on all orders over $25-°°

— £

business cards | posters | newsletters | reports | manuals | booklets | envelopes | postcards

banners | rack cards | brochures | forms | promotional items | menus | lawn signs | laminating

letterhead | foam core | presentation folders | labels | scanning | post it note pads | booklets
calendars | invitations | handouts | tabs | binding | direct mail | legal briefs | blueprints

17 WESTFIELD ST, PORTLAND, ME 04102

Stephen Pullan IV
ORDERS@XCOPY.COM ¢« 207.775.2444 « WWW.XCOPY.COM (207)800-6842
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Peaks Island Elementary School graduatmg fifth graders will be rising to sixth grade at King Middle School in Portland in the fall From Ieft Amelia Collette, Ash Foster,
Arlo McCanna, Theo Ptacin-Jackson, Emmett O’Brien, Wyatt Hild, Naomi George - Photo by Susan Hanley
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CONTACT FOR BOOKINGS!

COLE CASWELL /AGNO3 Lab

ISLAND COMMISSIONS ON LOCATION OR IN STUDIO
PRODUCING UNIQUE IMAGES USING THE HISTORIC WET
PLATE COLLODION PROCESS.

207-553-0740 AGNO3LABEME.COM WWW.AGNO3LAB.COM

/

City Point Studio

Works by Jane Banquer & Norm Proulx
Fine Art Prints, Painting, Photography

95 City Point Rd., Peaks Island, ME
207-239-5421  banquerj@gmail.com
www.citypointstudio.net

Wednesdays & Sundays 1 - 5 PM
June, July, August

Find and follow the sandwich boards
on Island and Pleasant Aves.
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Kate Richardson

graduated from Portland High
School. She will be attending the
University of Maine in Orono.

Nelson

Paul Nelson graduated from
Casco Bay High School. He will
be attending Southern Maine
Community College and is plan-
ning to study business.

Lucien Brahms

Lucien Brahms graduated from
Casco Bay High School. After
studying abroad in Italy this
summer, he will be attending the
Gemological Institute of Ameri-
ca in New York City.

o !
p

River Sheehan graduated from
Portland High School. He will

travel abroad this coming year
and attend university in 2025

River Sheehan

2024 GRADUATES

John Barnes

John Orion Barnes graduated
from Portland High School. He is
going to French language school
next year in Montpellier, France
and plans to continue his studies
in France.

Chadai Gatembo

Chadai Gatembo graduated
from Portland High School.

He will be attending Southern
Maine Community College in the
EMT/Fire Science Program.

Annika Asbjornsen
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Annika Asbjornsen graduated
from Falmouth High School. She

will be attending the University
of Maine in Orono.

N

College.

-
S
/£ Y
b k

Julia Marquardt-Luesma
graduated from Casco Bay High
School. She will be attending

. Southern Maine Community

Meet Peaks’ 15 high school graduates

Samantha Flynn

¥
Samantha Flynn graduated
from Casco Bay High School. She
will be attending the University
of Southern Maine.

Emma Shaw

p y NN - - .
Emma Shaw graduated from
Portland High School. She will
be attending Arizona State Uni-
versity, where she plans to study
Business Law.

Bobby Bourque

N

Bobby Bourque graduated
from Deering High School. He is
currently enrolled at Southern
Maine Community College.

Julia Marquardt-Luesma

b

Edlazio Antonio

Edlazio Antonio graduated from
Portland High school. He will be
attending Southern Maine Com-
munity College in the Criminal
Justice Program.

Sid Slifka

Sid Slifka graduated from Cas-
co Bay High School. He will be
attending the University of New
Hampshire.

Piper Judy

575 i .
Piper Judy graduated from
Waynflete School. She’ll be
attending George Washington
University, where she plans to
study Psychology and French.

Asa Winter

\)
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Asa Winter graduated from
Casco Bay High School. He will
be attending St. Lawrence Uni-
versity and plans to study envi-
ronmental science.



g e A SLAND HisToRY/ News G
Tap dancmg has decades of history on Peaks

By Betsey Remage-Healey

When Home Start began talking about turning
the former hall at 18 Central Ave. into affordable
housing, my neighbors on both sides made the same
comment: “I remember the tap dancing on the stage
there.”

Hmmm. Sounded as if there might be more to that
story, a piece of Peaks history in need of investiga-
tion.

And what a story. Would you believe that it began
in a German POW camp during World War I? That
was where British prisoner William Green learned
to tap dance. Returning to England after the war,
he taught his family to tap dance; they would later
become the Green Family Trio. Daughter Doreen
danced, her sister played the accordion and her
brother strummed the banjo. They performed all
over northern England until World War II.

Then along came U.S. Airman Albert McCann. He
met Doreen while stationed in England, and in 1947
brought her home as a war bride to Peaks. Rais-
ing seven children and additional foster kids kept
Doreen busy, but she never lost her love of tap. And
her love was infectious. First she taught five of her
own children and her adopted son David to dance as
the McCann Family Dancers. By the 1970s, almost
every Peaks family — from preschoolers to adults
— was tap dancing. Just ask anyone from that era,
including all nine Alves kids. Peaks had tap-danc-
ing fever. Regular performances were at the Parish
Hall, and, of course, in the annual Lions Club Talent
Show (which she continued to help organize into
her 80s).

Cruel fate stepped in when Doreen was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis at age 50. But she was not
daunted. When she could no longer move well, she
taught from her wheelchair with help from fellow
dancer Joan Briggs. When she lost the ability to
speak clearly, Joan interpreted.

Albert was known for his devoted care for Doreen,

Newly installed bishop Vlslts Peaks Island

The new bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Port-
land took the ferry to Peaks on Sunday, June 9, to celebrate

weekly Mass at St. Christopher’s Parish.

The Most Reverend James Ruggieri was ordained and
installed as the new Bishop of Portland on May 7 and has
been traveling to various parishes throughout the state
during his first months as bishop getting to know the

faithful of Maine.

St. Christopher’s parishioners hosted a gathering follow-
ing Mass for the bishop and he asked to return soon for

Mass and Kim Maclssac’s history tour of the island.

\\\T"
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but after his death David, known and loved as a tap
dancer himself, stepped up to help, despite his own
struggles with Down Syndrome.

Continuing to teach tap through the 1990s, Doreen
finally had to move off-island to full-time nursing
care at the Barron Center. But soon, the Barron Cen-
ter had a wheelchair tap dance group, organized by
you-know-who.

Doreen died in 2014 at age 89, but not before
receiving the Lions Club True Grit Award, as well as
being honored at the state house.

ISLAND

Semi-Private

_ Hourly, Weekly,

Membership Options

~ MICROGYM

For more info and booking details visi

Above: Doreen McCann with a dance student from River-
ton Elementary School. Top left: Doreen’s dance students
perform on stage. Bottom left: Doreen with her sons Peter,
Terry and Billy in 1963. - Photos courtesy of Keith Ivers

“Doreen was a force of nature who lived to dance,”
recalls one former student. “It was her passion and
she loved to share it,” agreed her daughter, Mary
McCann.

Tap classes are coming back to Peaks in 2024. For
more information, contact Timmi Sellers, timmi@
thesellersplace.com.

Betsey Remage-Healey is president of Home Start,
which is redeveloping the former parish hall at 18
Central Ave.

LIFE, HEALINS.
AND COMMUNITY

Bishop
James
Ruggieri
celebrates
Mass.

- Photo
courtesy
of Roman
Catholic
Diocese of
Portland

Doc Martin meets
All Creatures Great and Small
in Dr. Chuck Radis’s Go by Boat
and Island Medicine, stories of his
unique medical practice on
the Casco Bay Islands.

“With his true-life stories, (Radis)
joins the ranks of writing physicians
such as Abraham Verghese and the
late Richard Selzer.” — Lloyd Sachs,
book critic, Chicago Tribune
and Kirkus Reviews.
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STORIES OF A MAINE ISLAND DOCTOR

Monthly

t us online ) )
Available at favorite bookstores

and online. Read excerpts at
www.doctorchuckradis.com.



SINGING / DYING TO KNOW

A music teacher’s essay: On the necessity of singing

By Andrea Kelly Rosenberg

When I was a child growing up in the 1950s and
’60s in the Midwest, we sang all the time. We sang
in school and we sang in the Detroit-area Presby-
terian church. We sang on the buses and we sang
while waiting for buses. We sang in choirs. We sang
beautiful songs and really stupid songs. (Anyone re-
member “Found a Peanut?”) At summer camp, after
meals, the little song books would be handed out
and we sat around the tables while the kitchen crew
washed the dishes and we sang and sang and sang,
and they sang with us. In parts, in unison, in perfect
tune and kind of out, it didn’t matter.

In that church, there were five kids’ choirs. A
child could start singing regularly in church from
the third grade, and by the time we were in high
school, we sang every single Sunday morning. There
was nothing special about these choirs. No one had
to audition. There was no such thing as a kid who
“couldn’t sing.” Everyone sang.

But as an adult, I’ve noticed that children don't
sing much. There has grown a division between
“singers” and “non-singers.” In the churches of my
adulthood, kids’ choirs are very thin on the ground.
In the beautiful large cathedral where I attend Mass,
despite a large Faith Formation program, there is no
children’s choir.

I run a small piano studio, with 12 students.
Twice every year, I invite these students and their
friends to sing in small choruses. Because I don’t
think singing — unauditioned, joyful, robust, un-
selfconscious children’s singing — is a fun add-on. I
think it is a necessity.

I want to tell you about my latest kids’ choral con-
cert on Peaks Island.

I always choose my music carefully. I want it to
be not too hard and not too easy. I want songs that
speak to the heart and make kids smile, that they
can sing without self-consciousness, songs that will
hook them and draw them in and help them forget
anything but the joy of singing.

For my littlest ones, the words must be repetitive
and easy to teach by rote. Some 6-year-olds can
read better than others. My older children — say
eight or nine and older — need some challenges to
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Nicole d’Entremont includes photos of children singing
during civil rights demonstrations in the 1960s in her
presentations about the freedom marches of that era.

- Photo by Jessica George

keep them interested. Offering solos can provide
this; they’re also ready to learn to sing in parts.

I look for catchy and beautiful tunes. I look for
classics, songs that have lasted. I look for songs that
are suited to my accompanist — my husband, a very
good gospel pianist. His music is so jumpy!” exulted
one child. Children love to jump.

I had another criterion for this year’s project.

I had become close to Peaks Island’s own Nicole
d’Entremont, the poet and novelist and artist who
had taken a bus to Selma, Alabama, in 1963 to help
the freedom marches there. “The people sang morn-
ing, noon and night,” she said. “They couldn’t have

done it without the singing.” I wanted the children
to know about this, and to sing some of the songs
that kept that remarkable nonviolent movement
going.

“Come and go with me to that land,” I taught
them to sing. “Ain’t no sorrow in that land....” Sim-
ple, full of gospel spirit, the song met all my criteria.
I taught a 12-year-old baritone a counter-melody as
a solo.

The big night arrived. Nicole had selected four
photos from the movement, all of them including
children. One showed a girl of maybe 12, her face
calm and joyous, hand in hand with two teens,
singing.

Bigotry would have no chance of defeating that
joy.

Nicole explained briefly, softly, the purpose of the
movement and why it succeeded. She looked away
from the photos and addressed the parents. “Keep
your kids singing,” she said.

And then they sang. “Come and Go With Me to
That Land” bounced along. After the young baritone
nailed his solo, the audience exploded with cheers
and applause. They followed this with “Vine and Fig
Tree,” in both English and the original Hebrew, with
its promise from Micah 4:4 that one day our swords
will be turned to plowshares, and no one will be
afraid.

And we ended with “Wade in the Water.” People
escaping slavery were advised to go into the rivers
to keep the dogs from detecting their scent. Woven
in skillfully by the unknown songwriter is the Moses
story—“Who’s that standing there in red? Must be
the children Moses led.” And, finally, the stern, pro-
phetic warning: “God’s gonna trouble the water.”
Injustice will not last.

Singing is a kind of prayer, a kind of nonviolent
weapon, and a kind of miracle. Singing for the or-
dinary person is an endangered species. We need it.
Let’s keep it from dying out.

Andrea Kelly Rosenberg is a piano teacher and kids’
choral director who grew up in Detroit, raised 4 kids in
Portland, and moved to Peaks Island with her husband
Rob in 2016.

BRIDGET
JOYCE

I have recommended several nonfic-
tion books in previous Dying to Know
columns, but in the spirit of summer
beach reads, it’s high time to acknowl-
edge the wonderful fiction that helps
us explore death and grief. When we
think about life and death, we often
feel more comfortable focusing on the
how and not the why. The how feels
controllable, whereas the why is a
chasm of open-ended questions with-
out answers. Unsurprisingly, many
fiction books on death, including the
ones listed here, are rooted in fantasy;
the genre of ever-created and chang-
ing worlds that explore the why of it
all. If you are ready to wonder why
we are here, consider some of these
gems that other people in the same
situation have dreamt up for your
reflection.

“The Language of Dying” by Sarah
Pinborough

At the perfect beach-read length of
130 pages, this novella imagines five
siblings returning to their father’s
bedside as they pay their last respects.
The story has unapologetic views of
complicated family dynamics, com-
bined with the reality of what it feels
like when death arrives to a family

Dying to Know’s summer beach reads

where everyone is in a different stage
of acceptance. The main character’s
views on family and death isolate
her from her siblings, but by being in
that lonely place, she opens herself
to something beyond the scope of
narrow reality.

“The Resurrection of Fulgencio
Ramirez” by Rudy Ruiz

Fulgencio is able to see and commu-
nicate with spirits around him, but his
life has been one of waiting. When he
finally sees the obituary of his neme-
sis, the man who married the woman
he loves, he embarks on a journey
to seek answers and hopefully find
love again. This is a great book for
acknowledging how painful life and
truth can be thanks to how we hu-
mans complicate things for ourselves,
but it is also a story of how it is never
too late to find happiness.

“Under the Whispering Door” by T.].
Klune

Can terrible humans have a second
chance at redemption after they are
dead? This book follows the ghost of
Wallace Price, self-admitted horrible
human, as he meets feisty Reap-
er, Mei, and kind Ferryman, Hugo.
Charming and often humorous, this
book is a cozy read despite the harsh
realities of death that continually hem
in the characters. This is also a lovely
light romance that comes perfectly on
the heels of Pride Month.

“The Undertaking of Hart and Mer-

cy” by Megan Bannen

I knew I was going to like this book
when I realized the title was a pun
on the characters’ names and their
lines of work. The writing is a tre-
mendous enterprise that combines
a Wild West dystopian fantasy with
author-created death mythology into
a spicy romance. ... Oh, and it has a
side of zombies. While all these plates
are spinning, there are some really
insightful comments on death tucked
between the fun.

“Ain’t Burned All the Bright” by
Jason Reynolds, with artwork by Jason
Griffin

These last few books combine art
with storytelling. This particular book
will become a go-to historical piece
when we reflect back on 2020 and the
height of the pandemic. Even if you
aren’t sure if you are ready to revisit
that time, this book does a beautiful
job capturing helpless agitation in
the face of death and the worst parts
of our society. The narrator takes us
through the personal, yet universal,
war we each experience when we are
in the midst of a mix of anticipatory
grief and hope. This is the quickest
read of all these books, but the poetic
language and visual symbolism is
haunting, and guaranteed to stay with
you.

“A Monster Calls” by Patrick Ness
(inspired by Siobhan Dowd), illustrat-
ed by Jim Kay.

The story behind this story makes
this book even better. Dowd, a writer
herself, was dying of cancer and came
up with the idea of this book. Un-
fortunately, it became clear that she
wouldn’t be able to finish it before she
died, so she bequeathed the story to
Ness to complete. The book takes the
form of a raw fairy tale, with gray and
black illustrations spreading through
its pages, of Conor, a boy who is
visited by an imposing Yew tree spirit.
The tree says he will tell Conor three
stories and then Conor will have to
tell him a fourth, and it must be the
truth.

“Death and the Afterlife: A Chrono-
logical Journey from Cremation to
Quantum Resurrection” by Clifford A.
Pickover

Technically, this is a nonfiction
overview of death practices, beliefs
and lore across the world, but Pick-
over’s book has some beautifully
imagined representations of death
that we rarely get to see. Each point
in death history has its own page and
illustration or photograph, so it is
a very easy book to pick up and put
down. Plenty of interesting thoughts
to reflect on when we ourselves are
framing our own imaginings of death.

Bridget Joyce has earned proficiency on the
National End-of-Life Doula Alliance test
and is enthusiastic to explore end-of-life
topics in each issue of Peaks Island News.



Essay: A stone for Johnny O’Connor

Decades after a young boy died on Peaks,
friends come together to mark his grave

By Ben Smith

In June 1954, three boys were walk-
ing down what they then called the
old army wharf on Peaks Island, which
was full of holes and in rough shape.
The boys were on their way to fish off
the front of the wharf, but they were
distracted by a small boy looking down
a hole, who seemed quite upset. The
boys went over to the opening and saw
another little boy floating in the water,
close to the pilings of the wharf. Two
of the boys jumped into the water to
retrieve him, while the third ran to get
help at the island fire department.

The little boy in the water was
six-year-old Johnny O’Connor. It was
believed that he was trying to catch
a jellyfish while playing in the water.
At about the same time, the 5:30 p.m.
passenger ferry was docking with
people getting home from work. The
boy’s father, Thomas O’Connor, who
was a Portland fireman, was one of
the passengers disembarking who saw
the commotion on the beach near the
dock. He made his way down to the
scene to help and discovered that it
was his son. O’Connor immediately
started artificial respiration on his son
and kept it up for nearly an hour be-
fore he was relieved by other islanders.
As Johnny’s mother, Eleanor, prayed
on the beach, firemen and neighbors
tried to revive her son for more than
four hours before he was pronounced
dead by Dr. Raymond Sweeney.

Six years later, Thomas O’Connor
would be killed in a two-fire-engine
collision while responding to a still
alarm in the West End of Portland on
July 12, 1960.

The years went by, and the three
island boys grew up, pursued their
careers, married and had families.
During the course of their lives, from
time to time, some of them would
connect and talk about growing up
on Peaks Island, the wonderful times
they had, and the friendships that
lasted a lifetime. They did not talk
about the sad things that happened
on Peaks Island, like the day that
Johnny O’Connor died.

As more years passed, they would
continue to have reunions and get-to-
gethers and talk about the good old
times they had had as youths growing
up on the island. At the last gathering
they had, one of the friends brought
up the subject of Johnny O’Connor

Above: Rev. Seamus Griesbach of St.
Christopher Parish gives a reading at
the gravesite of Johnny O’Connor.

At top: O’Connor’s gravestone was
placed by his island neighbors at Calva-
ry Cemetery in South Portland.

- Photos by Charles Williams

and the day he died in 1954. He said
that this tragedy had troubled him all
his life. Although it happened almost
70 years ago, it never left him. He also
said he had learned that Johnny had
been buried in Calvary Cemetery in
South Portland, but that a stone was
never placed to mark his gravesite.
He told his friends that he would like
to take up a collection to purchase a
stone for Johnny’s grave. All of the
friends present in that room said
that Johnny’s drowning had both-
ered them throughout their lives as
well, and fully supported the idea of
making this gesture to address their
long-held grief. Their hearts were
devoted, and warmed by the thought
of obtaining a stone for Johnny. The
group contacted other Peaks Island
friends and let them know what they
were doing, and it touched even more
hearts. Contributions have come from
old Peaks Island friends as far away as
Washington, Arizona, Massachusetts
and New Hampshire.

They hope Johnny is looking down
and sees a group of elderly Peaks
Islanders who never forgot him.

Ben Smith was one of the boys who
found Johnny O’Connor’s body in 1954.

Mary (Kilmartin) Leccese

Mary Elizabeth (Kilmartin) Leccese,
75, died at home on April 27, surrounded
by her loving family, after a courageous
battle with cancer.

Mary was born on
March 14, 1949, in
Portland. She was the
cherished daughter
of the late Joseph B.
Kilmartin and the late
Mary E. (Ball) Kilmar-
tin.

Mary was the be-
loved wife of Thomas
R. Leccese of Wilm-
ington, Massachu-
setts, devoted mother
to sons Thomas (and
his wife Erica Leccese)
of Derry, New Hampshire, David (and his
wife Elizabeth Leccese) of Wilmington,
Massachusetts, and Matthew (and his wife
Diane Leccese) of Framingham, Massa-
chusetts; loving “Nana” (or “Nina”) to her
seven grandchildren, Hayden, Madison,
Angelina, Camryn, David, Jack and Riley;
and dear sister to Joseph B. Kilmartin, Jr.
of Clearwater, Florida, and Thomas W.
Kilmartin of Framingham, Massachusetts.
Mary is also survived by many cousins as
well as other family and friends.

When Mary was a young girl, her
parents settled in Framingham, where
she grew up with the fondest of memo-
ries. Affectionately referred to as “Sissy,”
Mary adored her father and her mother,
who was her best friend, and she had an

incredibly strong bond with her broth-
ers Joe and Tom. Mary graduated from
Framingham North High School in 1967.
Following her graduation, she worked for
the federal government.

In 1979, she and Tom mar-
ried and settled in Wilming-
ton, Massachusetts, where
Mary became a full-time
homemaker and raised their
three children. Mary happily
resided in Wilmington for the
rest of her life.

Every summer, she looked
forward to spending time at
her “happy place,” the family
cottages on Peaks Island. It
was on Peaks that she made
some of her most cherished
memories, especially with
her mother, brothers, children, grandchil-
dren and many close cousins and lifelong
friends.

Mary was an avid reader and had many
family pets that she adored through-
out her life. Above all else, she enjoyed
spending time with her family. She was
always the person who brought everyone
together. Her selfless spirit filled a room
with light and love. She had a magnetic
personality that put people at ease. Mary
will be sorely missed and her absence will
forever leave a void in the lives of those
she left behind.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Mary’s
memory may be made to the Cancer
Center at Tufts Medical Center. giving.
tuftsmedicalcenter.org/cancer.

Janet (Hooper) Martin

Janet Susan (Hooper) Martin, 67, of
Framingham, Massachusetts, and summer
resident of Peaks Island, died on Tuesday;,
May 21, at home, surrounded by family
and friends, after a brief and unexpected
bout with cancer.

Janet was born in Bos-
ton on March 12, 1957,
and not long thereafter
moved to Framingham,
where she attended
school and graduated
from Framingham North
High. Following high
school, she spent a year
in college on Cape Cod.

In the following years,
she worked as a waitress
and bartender at the Sea
& Surf, Emersons and John Stone’s Inn.
Janet was a past president of the VFW
Women’s Auxiliary in Wayland, Massa-
chusetts. She was also a member of the
Hull Yacht Club for over 20 years, where
she cherished the time spent on the Two
Sons II with her friends and family, and
served as the head of the entertainment
committee for three years. In her last 25
years,she was the office manager of local
fuel companies.

Janet developed a love of her summer
cottage and the beautiful seaside commu-
nity of Peaks Island. She was athletic, and
through the years she played tennis and

softball, skied on both snow and water,
and was an accomplished “Fisherperson.
Janet’s wit, humor, smile, laughter and
love of people and life will be missed by
all.

Janet leaves behind
her loving husband, Bill
Martin, of Framingham and
Peaks Island, and stepson
Christopher M. Martin
and his wife, Wendie, of
Bellingham, Massachusetts.
She was the loving Mema
of Kylie (“Sweet Pea”), Erin
(“Lady Bug”), and Mollie
(“Sugar Plop”). Janet was
L the cherished sister of
@ Robert F. Hooper Jr. and his

wife, Candace, of Tucson,

Arizona Richard J. Hooper and his wife,
Stephanie, of Marlborough, Massachu-
setts, and Paul A. Hooper and his wife,
Mary Ellen, of Framingham. Janet is also
survived by her sister-in-law, Barbara
Ann Lynch, of Weymouth, Massachusetts,
as well as many nieces, nephews, aunts,
uncles,and cousins. Janet is preceded in
death by her son, Evan R. Martin; her
parents, Robert and Jane Hooper; in-laws,
Bill and Wiggy Martin, and many other
missed relatives.

Donations in Janet’s memory may be
sent to the Friends of TEIA, P.O. Box 87,
Peaks Island, Maine 04108.

Obituary policy

Peaks Island News accepts obituary submissions for those with ties
to the island.

Please send to news@peaksislandnews.org with ‘Obituaries’ in the
subject line. Submissions should be 350 words or fewer. Peaks Island
News may edit obituaries for length, grammar, punctuation and
spelling, following Associated Press style.



LIBRARY / THE REST OF THE STORY

An Open Book from the Peaks Island Branch Library

By Rose Ann Walsh
For the Peaks Island Library

Summer has arrived at the library. We are happy to
see our summer patrons return, meet new ones and
continue to welcome our daily visitors. What a great
time to stop in and take advantage of everything
your library card and library have to offer. There are a
variety of passes you may use: The Maine State Park
Pass, Portland Museum of Art, Portland Observatory
and Southworth Planetarium, to name a few. Come in
out of the sun to view our exhibits, read the Portland
Press Herald, a magazine, sit quietly or sign up for a
library card.

Weekly Friday Storytimes

10:15 a.m.— Rhythm & Rhymes infants to age 2
10:45 a.m. — Preschool Storytime, ages 3—-5
On Aug. 23 & 30 there will be no story times.

Writing group for Children in Grades 3,4 and 5
3:15 on Fridays during July. We will take a break in
August and return in September.

Adult writing group
9 a.m. Saturdays. Each group meets for 45 minutes in
the library; drop-ins are always welcome.

Knitting Group
4 p.m. on the first Tuesday of the month (August 6
and September 3). Bring
your current project or a craft you’re working on. Join
us for conversation and inspiration. All are
welcome.

Adult book discussion group
We are taking a break during the summer but will
return on Tuesday,
September 10 at 7 p.m. to discuss “The Covenant of
Water” by Abraham Verghese. Meetings are fun, mind

broadening and all are welcome. Contact the library
for a copy of the book. The Friends of the Peaks
Island Library sponsors the group.

Collages of Peaks Island and Casco Bay
by Elliott Barowitz
A collection of collages capturing scenes from Peaks
Island. Each piece is accompanied by a brief descrip-
tion of the vantage point that inspired the work.
Elliott’s exhibit will be on display from July 2-27.

“Surroundings” by Jackman Wood
Carved wood blocks with paint and ink will be
mounted on walls, along with some small pieces
in groups and a few bigger pieces. Jackman’s ex-
hibit will be on view from August 13-September
21.

Summer Reading 2024: READ, RENEW, REPEAT
June 17-August 10
For babies to teens, sign up to read, be read to or
listen to eight books in eight weeks. At sign-up you
get to choose a new book to keep. Check in with us
starting July 9 to share your progress and we will
share a special treat with you.

Take and Make Bags

During the summer we will have take and make bags,

special programming and pop-up fun at the library,
especially on rainy days. Finishers can enter a raffle
for a new bike.

Decorate and Stuff a Paper Fish
Wednesday, July 17 from 9:30-10:30 for all ages
We will have a variety of paper fish for you to dec-
orate with crayons and markers. Stuff them with
newspaper, attach a string, take them home or hang
them in the library during the summer.

30+ YEARS
OF ISLAND BUSINESS

Master Oil Burner Tech

Commercial Equipment
Heat Pumps

Efficency Maine Vendor

www.peaksfuel.com

Summer Book Sale
The Friends of the Peaks Island Library Book Sale is
Saturday, July 20, from 8 a.m.—2:30 p.m.
Drop of books you’d like to donate on Friday, July 19,
from 10-6 to the community room.
It’s also the best time to join the Friends or renew
your membership.

Friends of the P.I. Library Annual Meeting
Monday, July 29 at 6:15 p.m.
Please join us for an enjoyable evening in the library
with light refreshments.

Technology Tutoring
Tuesday, July 30, from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
This is a time for you to sit down with our technology
librarian for free computer assistance.
You name the topic, bring your own device or use the
library’s laptop. Advanced registration is
required. Stop in, call or email the library to reserve
your 30-minute session.

Button Making
Wednesday, August 7, starting at 9:30 for all ages
Stop by the library to make your own button. We’ll
have upcycled graphic novels, our button
maker, and helpful staff to provide hands-on assis-
tance.

Hopefully, we have a little something for everybody.

Stop in during our open hours: Tuesday 12-6 p.m.;
Wednesday 9-12 p.m.; Friday 10-4 p.m.; Saturday
9-12 p.m.

Call 207-766-5540, email peaks@portlib.org or visit
us at portlandlibrary.com/locations/peaks-island-
branch.

Derelict: Officials have limited power

some people are turning to living on

DERELICT, continued from page 1

navigable under those historical
laws, there is little state authorities
or a local harbor master can do to
restrict those vessels from using the
water.

“If it is an actual boat, there is
nothing we can do about it,” Noll
said. “What would be an issue is if it
is more of a floating home.”

Noll noted that derelict boats have
been a recurring topic at the state’s
annual harbor masters’ conference
and at the harbor master school. As

housing insecurity increases on land,

boats as an alternative.

“It is not only in Maine, but ev-
erywhere,” he said. “Old boats are a
dime a dozen, or free sometimes.”

Noll distinguished between people
who legitimately lived aboard their
registered, insured boats in marinas,
for example, from those who simply
moved their floating homes from
place to place tying up where it is
convenient.

“Unless there is a local ordinance
that prohibits using submerged lands
or waters, it is tough to regulate or
do something about it,” he said.

Propane, Oil, Kerosene Delivery
24-hour Emergency Service

Propane and Natural Gas Tech

Home Standby Generators

PEAKS ISLAND FUEL COMPANY
PO Box 104, Peaks Island, Maine 04108
207-766-5700 e office@peaksfuel.com

Residents look on as the Egret II began to nose under the dock. The boat’s owner
eventually had the vessel towed to another location after public pressure mounted
from locals concerned about used needles found on the dock next to the boat.

- Photo by John Kamp
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COMPOST / THE REST OF THE STORY

From waste to soil, the many ways we compost on Peaks
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By Madeleine Pryor
For Peaks Island Compost Project

I’ve discovered that Islanders
have many different approaches for
ordering pizza at Hannigan’s (well
done, please!). It turns out we have
just as many ways to collect compost
at home — including those nibbled
pizza crusts — before bringing it to
the Island Compost Project bins.
Following a strict methodology for
unbiased data collection, I haphaz-
ardly reached out to people I know
and was able to track down and bully
them into sharing their compost
collection methods. Below are my
findings.

Priscilla Webster shared her secret
to compost joy: she collects her food
waste in the freezer at her home on
Centennial Street. In full disclosure
and in keeping with my commitment
to scientific integrity, I also subscribe
to this method. Why, you ask? As
Webster explains, “it’s less slimy.”

Emptying out frozen compost into
the larger bins is a dream. For me, it’s
a carryover from apartment living,
but I continue it now because it’s just
less of a mess and hassle. I also don’t
have to worry about it if I leave town
for a few days. Webster uses plastic
liners inside cereal boxes to hold her
compost until she can bring it to the
collection bins at the elementary
school on the Island Avenue side.

She said the bags last forever and
hold up well in the freezer. Of course,
plastic can’t be composted, so she
empties the bags into the bin and
takes them back home to reuse. Web-
ster said she looks forward to one day
having an on-island compost facility
that can provide much-needed, nu-
trient-rich soil for island gardeners
and farmers.

I then spied Jenny Kordick at the
Children’s Workshop, where she was
picking up her son, Nick, who is 3,

walked to their house on Sterling
Street, with Nick cruising along on
his toddler bike. Kordick collects the
family’s compost in a small contain-
er on the kitchen counter, and then
moves it to a larger bucket on the
deck before taking that to the collec-
tion bins just outside Trott Littlejohn
Park about once per week, either on
foot or by bike.

Kordick grew up on a farm in Iowa
and composting was always a part
of her life. She loves watching Nick
become more engaged in compost-
ing. She said it’s important for her
that Nick grows up “thinking about
waste, where his food comes from
and where it goes,” and overall, she
appreciates that composting helps
reduce waste that would otherwise go
into landfills.

Over at Peaks Island Elementary
School, I met Jeanne Gulnick, the
school’s nurse. Gulnick is a power-
house with boundless energy and
passion for environmental sustain-
ability; she’s a former professor
of chemistry and environmental
education at St. Joseph’s College in
Standish, where she led the school’s
sustainability initiatives.

At the “Brick School,” she heads up
the compost collection, along with
student helpers Lucy, 9, and Simone,
8. “Our world has so much trash in it
and it’s nice to make our world a bit
cleaner to make it better,” said Lucy.
Simone agreed and added that, “It’s
fun to support the school and help
other kids learn so they can compost
and help their friends.”

Gulnick has been working on other
sustainability projects at the school
and says that she plans to deepen
the education around composting so
students understand its importance
within larger food and waste systems.

Finally, as I wrapped up my re-
search, I made my way to Baba’s

Simone Ptacin-Jackson, left, and Lucy Fennell carry compost from the Peaks Island
Elementary School cafeteria to Garbage to Garden barrels outside the school.

- Photo by Madeleine Pryor

Cafe, where I cornered owner Na-
tasha Markov-Riss on a busy day.
The Island Compost Project began
collecting compost from Baba’s last
summer to test out how to integrate
businesses into this initiative. It’s
going well, and the cafe is compost-
ing about 30 gallons of food waste
each week so far.

The Baba’s team collects coffee
grounds and food waste from baking,
as well as uneaten food scraps that
customers put into a small bin. Mar-
kov-Riss says she feels good about
composting because after launching
Baba’s in 2022, she gained a differ-
ent understanding of food waste and
found it disturbing to see so much of
it going into the trash when it could
otherwise be diverted.

She explained that EcoMaine,
which manages Portland’s consumer
waste, burns our trash and creates

energy from the combustion process.
Food waste can really slow down
their systems because wet, mushy
stuff doesn’t burn well, or at all. It
makes their system less efficient and
adds unnecessary waste to the land-
fill, which is why they encourage
composting and why it’s particularly
important here in Portland.

So, there you have it, an in-depth
analysis of composting methods on
Peaks. If you feel a method has been
overlooked in this story (which is
unlikely, but possible) and you want
to tell us about it, please write to
hello@islandcompostproject.org.
You can learn more about this ini-
tiative, including where the compost
goes and the longer-term vision, at
islandcompostproject.org. You can
also sign up for the experimental
summer compost pickup program by
emailing the address above.

Council: Proposal now being reviewed by Portland committee

COUNCIL, continued from page 1

would do is cap that status quo and limit more
family homes on the island from being converted
into short-term rental businesses.

Because the city issues licenses annually, the
number fluctuates as they are issued and ex-
pire. Since 2022, the city has issued 178 licenses
for short-term rentals on Peaks, according to
data presented at the meeting by Peaks Island
Council member Jerzy Sylvester. By comparison,
Sylvester said that only 22 island properties are
currently registered with the city for long-term
rentals.

The city code defines a long-term rental as any
for a term of 30 days or more. Any rental for less
is considered a short-term rental.

“Most of the long-term rental license holders
have switched their licenses to short-term rent-
als in the last five years,” McLaughlin said.

On the mainland, city regulations already cap
non-owner-occupied short-term rental units
at no more than 400 in any calendar year. But
on Peaks, the only current requirement is that
would-be landlords must register with the city
to rent; there is no cap. Even that registration
requirement is loosely enforced, according to
members of the Peaks Island Council.

The new proposal for Peaks is now being
vetted by members of the Portland City Council
Housing and Economic Development Committee

just as the Peaks short-term rental market is in
its boom season, at the height of summer when
the island’s population swells from less than
1,000 during the winter months to more than
3,000.

The Peaks Island Council’s proposal would im-
pose no caps on the number of short-term rental
licenses that can be issued for properties that
are the owners’ primary residences. The propos-
al would also impose no cap on the number of
short-term licenses for seasonal properties on
Peaks.

For some, however, the proposed 40-license
cap did not go far enough to prevent property
owners from converting long-term homes into
short-term rental businesses.

Councilors Scott Mohler and Jessica Burton
both voted against the proposal.

“There is an incredible housing crisis in
Portland,” Burton said. “Peaks Island also cares
about people who don’t have housing.

Mohler had suggested a 30-license cap, but
could not gather a consensus among other coun-
cilors for his more stringent limit.

A member of the audience, Timmi Sellers, also
urged stricter limits.

“Basically, you are blessing the status quo, and

I don’t know if that is good enough,” Sellers said.

As further data, Sylvester reported that over
the past 15 years, properties in the Portland area

that are used for short-term rentals have sold

at nearly four times the rate of other residen-
tial properties. On mainland Portland, there is
approximately one short-term rental for every
93 residents. On Peaks, there is at least one
short-term rental for every 10 residents, though
there may be more because some owners operate
illegally without a license, Sylvester said.

Crossword solution - Puzzle is on page 8

1] a| s| al w| 4 s] al a al N| 3| u
99| ¢ +9
s| v| 3| n] 3] v N| 3] a N| o] 1] 1
€9, ) 19
al o| 1| o] H| o v u| 1 i1l al o 1
09) 6] 84
1] vl ow| t| 1| 3| u| of 3| u J Al 1] ~N] o] 1
1 o9g v £
s| a| u| a| u| 1 al N| of 1] v
i g 0] 6t
al u| L| 3 ¥ o al s| o] 1] of 1
8 1] ol s o o
N| v 1| N| s| o] s o| a| 1
Z 14 0
N| a| 1] o] 1| s al v| a| a] N| n
6 s 1 ot < ]
a| s| a o u| 1| ~N| 3] @
€ i g o]
Al w| 1| N[ n| o N L] al a| v
67 8] i 9l sd
¥| 3| s| 1] u] a| s| v| uf a
VT £
al 4] 1| 1] 3| n| o] 1| af a| a| a] v| u] 1
z 12 og
o] 8| al u v| 1] 1 w| al ul ol of s
61 81 Ll
¥| 3| o| v 1l v n al w| o| | 1] v
91 <1 bl
v| ¥ W s| o m Al vl of s| 1] &
gl ol ul o o 8§ 4 9 d T q 4




‘_? HISTORICALLY SPEAKING (19) |

Defendlng the coast - Warfare in Casco Bay
Part III: World War I1

HISTORICALLY
SPEAKING
BY

HOLLY
HURD-FORSYTH

World War II was the beginning
of the end of the country’s coastal
defense system. It was the largest mil-
itary presence ever seen in Portland
Harbor.

Thousands of troops were sta-
tioned around Casco Bay, and new
military reservations were created on
Chebeague, Jewell, Long and Peaks
islands. Casco Bay was chosen as the
site of a naval destroyer base, a fuel
annex and as the designated an-
chorage for the North Atlantic Fleet.
Portland Harbor was a busy place. By
August 1944 an average of 80 vessels
were entering and leaving the bay
daily. People quipped that you could
walk from island to island across the
decks of the ships.

Military Reservation
and Eminent Domain

World War II reshaped Peaks Is-
land. The island was selected as the
site of one of the most important
new defense sites in Casco Bay — the
Peaks Island Military Reservation.
Before construction could begin, land
was needed. One-hundred nine-
ty-eight acres on Peaks were taken by
eminent domain, almost 30 percent
of the island.

In early 1942, legal notices began
to appear in Portland newspapers.
These “Petitions of Condemnation”
precisely noted which plots of land
would be seized from which island-
ers. Dozens of families were impact-
ed. Many families were devastated

Above left: Charles O. Blackman (1862-1942) and his wife Harriet “Hattie” Blackman (1861-1964) on Peaks Island. Nineteen
acres of their farm was seized by eminent domain in 1942. - Photo courtesy of the Fifth Maine Museum. Above right: Ger-
man U-boats at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 1945. Germany surrendered on May 7, 1945. As a result, four U-boats and their
crew, now prisoners, were towed to the Portsmouth Navy Yard. - Photo courtesy of the National Archives at Boston

by the loss of their land, despite the
realities of fighting a world war. The
Blackmans were one such family.
They operated a large farm on the is-
land, and that farmland was claimed
by the U.S. government. Charles
Blackman died soon after his land
was taken.

The centerpiece of the PIMR was
Battery Steele, which was designed
to defend against the largest war-
ships of the time. Two massive guns
fired shells 16 inches in diameter and
weighing 2,240 pounds. With a range
of 26 miles, Battery Steele safeguard-
ed the entirety of Casco Bay, from
Kennebunk to Popham Beach. An-
other smaller battery, Battery Cra-
vens, was located nearby. With two
six-inch guns firing shells 15 miles,
this battery was designed to defend
against smaller destroyers and light
cruisers.

Both batteries required a support
system of 10 observation towers, two
on Peaks, which fed information to
a plotting room with a mechanical

computer that tracked the location
of enemy vessels in the area. Supple-
menting these larger batteries were
20 smaller anti-motor torpedo boat
(AMTB) batteries scattered around
Casco Bay. There were two AMTB
batteries on Peaks — one guarding
Whitehead Passage and the other
Hussey Sound.

Mines and Submarine Nets

Casco Bay was named the anchorage
of the U.S. Navy’s Atlantic Fleet, and
the decision was made to completely
enclose the inner harbor with sub-
marine nets and minefields. A Harbor
Entrance Control Post was located at
Fort Williams in Cape Elizabeth and
controlled the arrival and departure of
all vessels throughout the war, which
made operating fishing boats challeng-
ing. A mine control station on Peaks
controlled the minefields in Hussey
Sound. German submarines, known as
U-boats, were a profound threat on the
Maine coast. The USS Eagle PE-56 sank
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Saga Of Coast Defense Coming To Close

Peaks Guns Join Discard Ranks Of Arms Dating Back 140 Years
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Disarming of Casco Bay forts is front page news in the Portland Evening Express on November 27, 1948.

on April 23, 1945, off the coast of Cape
Elizabeth, just outside the submarine
net area. In 2001 it was determined
that the ship was sunk by a U-boat.

Wartime Peaks

Most of the Back Shore was off
limits to residents during the war,
and soldiers more than doubled the
population. Food and fuel were ra-
tioned. The ferry boats were painted
battleship gray. There were about
800 service members stationed at
the PIMR during the war, which
contained 58 buildings, including
barracks and other structures neces-
sary to house, feed and entertain the
men stationed there. Access to the
reservation was severely restricted.
The PIMR was surrounded by barbed
wire, gates and checkpoints manned
by armed guards. Suspicious activity
was dealt with harshly. One island
teenager was escorted home at gun-
point after he was seen observing
the submarine nets across Hussey
Sound. Island youth, used to having
the run of the island, found their
movements restricted during the
war years.

Peaceful Tourist Attractions

The Second World War came to an
end in August 1945. With it came the
end of coastal defense strategies that
had lasted for centuries. Harbor forts
are obsolete not because they were
ineffective, but because military tech-
nology changed.

Residents and visitors to Casco Bay
are surrounded by these now peaceful
tourist attractions. Fort Gorges is a
popular spot for boaters and kayak-
ers. Visitors to Jewell Island love to
climb the observation tower to enjoy
the view. Battery Steele is one of the
most visited spots on Peaks Island.
These coastal defense sites in Casco
Bay once provided essential protec-
tion, and now enrich our lives in other
ways.

For more information, visit the Fifth
Maine Museum to see our new exhibit
“Defending the Coast: Warfare in
Casco Bay.”

Holly Hurd-Forsyth is curator of the
Fifth Maine Museum.



The drumbeat of summer is here.

Hammers pound on new projects,
punctuating birdsong, while island
venues open doors for a steady rota-
tion of art shows.

Cole Caswell, a nomadic photo-
graphic artist who has called Peaks
Island home since 2008, lives for
this season. He travels in an ’80s VW
camper van equipped with a porta-
ble darkroom, searching for hidden
patterns in the landscape and chance
encounters of place, time and pro-
cesses. He grew up in a family of
makers, on a farm near Swan Lake in
New Hampshire.

“My dad was always in a darkroom
when I was a kid and my mom was a
weaver,” Caswell said. “My grandpa
started a sheet-metal business. As a
metal craftsman, he made beautiful
things. We would visit him when I
was a kid and I had a machine shop
of tools and processes of making
things. It’s part of why I can make all
my frames, do all the wet plate, build
all the gear for the wet plate. It’s a
cross-disciplinary approach.

“I used to draw a ton when I was
younger,” he continued, “weird things
like jets and mountains with stick fig-
ures climbing up the rocks with ropes,
adventure animals and palm trees and
lots of mazes. I became a photogra-
pher when I had my son Parker, and
spent a lot of time thinking about my
childhood when I was raising my sons.
[ started making family portraits for
practice, and it’s a really nice thing
that I'm still doing. Having kids is a
really nice part of being an artist.”

Caswell studied at the Maine Photo
Workshops, now known as Maine
Media. He transferred to the Art Insti-
tute of Boston on a scholarship with
a portfolio of pictures of his son and
partner who were still in Maine. It was
a challenging commute. “It made for a
crunch,” he said.

Next came Maine College of Art’s
low-residency MFA program, which
gave him time to see his family reg-
ularly. He liked the small cohort and
good instructors, including Katarina

Top: From Caswell’s series “Rise.”
- Photo by Cole Caswell

Above: On display in Caswell’s studio.
- Photo by Jamie Hogan

Right: Cole Caswell with his dog, Lux, in
his island studio.
- Photo by Jamie Hogan

Weslien, who now lives on Peaks. The
program’s challenge — How do you go
about forming a way to think about
the world and then go out into your
world and do that? — gave him plenty
to explore. Caswell moved to Peaks
during his second year of grad school,
just for a winter rental. That turned
into seven years. He participated

for many years at the Gem Gallery,
exhibiting his cyanotypes, collodion
wet-plate prints and tintypes, all early
photography techniques born in the
mid 1800s.

Caswell has been an adjunct pro-
fessor at Southern Maine Community
College for 15 years and also teaches
an environmental photography course

Climate change books available at Library

The Peaks Island Land Preserve has donated seven new books on climate
change and the environment to the Peaks Island Library. The books are full
of interesting information, and they also contain much hope for the future.
They’re easily found with Rose Ann Walsh’s expert help or by looking for the

PILP sticker on the spine of the books.

- “The Secret Lives of Bats” by Merlin Tuttle
- “No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference” by Greta Thunberg

- “Wilding” by Isabella Tree

- “Finding the Mother Tree: Discovering the Wisdom of the Forest” by

Suzanne Simard

- “The Sixth Extinction” by Elizabeth Kolbert

- “All We Can Save: Truth, Courage, and Solutions for the Climate Crisis”
edited by Ayana Elizabeth Johnson and Katharine K. Wilkinson

- “Entangled Life: How Fungi Make Our Worlds, Change Our Minds, & Shape

Our Futures” by Merlin Sheldrake

at Prescott College in Arizona, all
remotely. This summer he’s making
tintype portraits on Block Island, the
Hamptons, Providence, the Shaker
Village in New Gloucester, North
Haven and in Unity at the Common
Ground Fair.

Caswell’s pigment print over a
cyanotype, “Sumac Brambles,” is part
of FLORA at the Fifth Maine Muse-
um, a group show curated by Heather
Wasklewicz and Harvey Johnson. His
art joins that of 13 island artists in-
vited to respond to themes of edible,
medicinal, poisonous and utilitarian
flora and fauna that cover the 700
acres of Peaks. It’s a stunning show
on view through Oct. 14.

Last year, Caswell served as the
visual arts fellow for the state of
Maine, a grant fellowship opportuni-
ty through the Maine Arts Commis-
sion. The outgoing fellows in visual
art, performance, media arts, fine
craft and literary disciplines met the
incoming fellows during a celebra-
tion at the Blaine House with Gov.
Janet Mills in February.

“The most powerful part of it is
just the self-acknowledgement,” said
Caswell. “I do this work by myself in
the middle of nowhere, and it’s being
appreciated. It was a great honor
and opportunity. Part of why I live
in Maine is that, like the Maine Arts
Commission, it’s so supportive. Other
states don’t have that.”

He applies every year for grants,
and the questions required inform
his practice. “The questions are good,
but they’re hard. Who is your audi-
ence and how do you plan to engage
them? The Common Ground Fair is a
huge audience and a venue that gets
a lot of attention, but it’s also a place
where you’re shopping for carrots,
too.”

Caswell is currently showing works
made without a camera at the Maine
Museum of Photographic Art’s exhib-
it “In the Making” through July 27 in
Portland. He collected objects along
the shore and from a set of lobster
traps set around Peaks. His piece “Be-
fore the Abyss” was created by expos-
ing expired photographic paper to UV
light with the objects on the surface.
He scanned the print before it faded
and then printed the resulting image
with archival inks on photographic
paper, revealing liquid forms that
emerge from the deep.

Another project, “Rise,” focuses on
the coastal landscape in Maine that
is at risk from sea-level rise. He calls
these “a tribute to a landscape that
will be consumed by water and the
rising ocean. The artifacts and unique
marks within the hand-poured neg-
atives intrigue me. As chance-based
additions they visually suggest the
faltering of our contemporary world.
Maybe visions from memory, a dream
or a fleeting glimpse of what is at
stake as our climate changes the
places we hold sacred.”

Learn more at https://colecaswell.
comny/.

Jamie Hogan is an illustrator, author
and two-time Lupine Award winner.

Tips for forest management

The Maine Forest Service (maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest protection/firewise/
homeowners.html) offers excellent online advice to homeowners. Here’s a
sample of no-cost or low-cost things things you can do:

- Trim tree branches that overhang your house.
- Remove conifer shrubs and dead wood from close to your house, and re-
place flammable vegetation with fire-resistant native shrubs (listed on the

maine.gov site).

- Move your firewood pile a safe distance from your home.
- Attach a hose (at least 100 feet long) to an outside faucet during warm

months.

- Attach a visible house number, easily seen from the street.

- For residents in particularly vulnerable locations, consider a Firewise
USA assessment of your home. (nfpa.org/downloadable-resources/
guides-and-manuals/firewise-usa-recognition-program-community-wild-

fire-risk-assessment).
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LIVING
BY
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You only need to spend 10 minutes
with Cate Stevenson to see that she is
a joyful person. Whether she brings her
personal joy to her job, or her job brings
personal joy to her, is harder to tease
out. I think it’s both.

Cate describes herself as a people
person who has always been eager to
work (she was making Subway sand-
wiches at 14) and who is driven to give
back to her community. She started
college intending to be an emergen-
cy-room doctor, but a summer intern-
ship as an EMT at Cape Cod Hospital
upended that idea.

“There was so much tragedy. It was
so emotional,” she said.. “And I didn’t
like all the bodily fluids. It really wasn’t
for me.” Cate switched gears, applying
her mathematical acumen to an eco-
nomics degree. Separately, she fulfilled
her desire to help others by launch-

ing a three-year afterschool program
for newly arrived Somali children. A
lifetime of volunteering outside of work
was set in motion. It took Cate almost
20 years to realize that her passion for
helping others could be at the center of
her career.

Rare nowadays, Cate has been with
the same company for 20 years. Her
second college internship was at
Liberty Mutual; when the time came
to get a job, the work experience,
combined with the Boston location,
felt right. She’s been there ever since.
When I asked where she’ll be in 10
years, Cate didn’t hesitate. “Living on
Peaks Island,” she said. “I’ll still be
working at Liberty. Ten years feels like
a long time. But I’ve learned to enjoy
what I’'m living and doing now, and
I know that’ll lead me to something
that I will be living and enjoying in 10
years.”

Q. What is your title?

A.Tam the managing director of the
Office of Purpose and DEI (Diversity,
Equity,and Inclusion) at Liberty Mutu-
al Insurance, based in Boston. I work
remotely, with some days in the Boston
office and some time spent traveling to
other offices.

IT'S ALIVING / EYE TO THE SKY / NEWS
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July 23rd ~ August 22nd

ChQ Sun leaps into the sign of Leo in late July, leaving behind the
crustaceous Cancer and entering the open plain where the Lion is king.
This is no quiet cat on the prowl; the lion’s roar is what allows it to appear
as a player on the world’s stage. Such a loud and unabashed celebration of
self has led creatures lower on the food chain to call Leo a narcissicistic
attention-seeker. This misunderstands the lion’s goal; in the previous
phase of the zodiac, Cancer’s crab built an inpenetrable shell —Teo’s
purpose is to cast aside that armor and learn to trust the world. The lived
performance, and the audience’s applause, are Leo’s tools for testing that
trust. Without any response from the crowd, the lion wonders if it is being
heard at all, prompting it to roar louder, frantically demanding attention
as people start to turn away. With any luck Leo can learn that to trust the
world it must put itself on the line —to roar not as a demand for love, but
as a question: “Will you love me?” Under the sign of the lion we are
reminded that the fastest way to know if we are loved is to perform in the
theater of life, where there is no need to wonder what the audience may

think —silence and we wither, applause and our curtains will raise.

ChQ NOOH will rise full on the evening of Sunday, July 21st, cresting
the southeastern horizon at 9 p.m. —where it can best be seen from the
Back Shore. Known as the Buck Moon to the Algonquin tribe, this full
moon marks the period when male deer begin to grow their antlers back
in preparation for the fights that come with mating season. The moon will
reach its apex in the sign of Cancer, making Sunday an ideal night to go

for a moon-lit swim, or to spencl the evening inside polishing your shell.

thQ S°|5ﬁc2 passed on the 21st of June, marking the longest day of
the year and the beginning of the sun’s slow return towards the south. The
ancient Inca Empire, which ruled over South America’s western coast for
500 years, celebrated this solstice as the first day of the Inca calendar and
the year’s most important festival. The celebration commemorated the day
when Inti, the sun diet‘_y, sent a golclen disk down to earth to mark the
middle of the world, the Equator. When the Spanish conquered the Inca
Empire in 1572, they used their telescopes and knowledge of the stars to
mark their own Ecuator. Since then, satalite imagery and modern GPS
have shown that the Spanish were about 300 yards off the true middle of

the world —and that the Inca’s original location is exactly on the mark.

Eye To The Sky is brought to you by Bryce Montana Snyder,

seasonal island resident and surveyor of the stars.

o~

l

o |

o
7~

<

=

q'\u

T

!
SEN

IS

= (| ()

Q. What does your job entail?
A.Thave a wonderful team that focuses
on creating a more equitable and inclu-
sive Liberty Mutual, so that people of
all backgrounds will want to come and
work for Liberty Mutual. As a team, we
focus on incorporating Liberty Mutual’s
purpose into everything we do. Our
purpose is “to help people live safer
and secure lives and confidently pursue
tomorrow.”

Additionally, we create leadership
resources that embed DEI into our
talent practices, such as hiring and
promotions. Liberty Mutual has seven
Employee Resource Groups (ERG) and
multiple community groups, such as
for our women employees or employ-
ees of African descent, that my team
and I work with very closely. The ERGs
are run by volunteers who focus on
bringing in programming that meet

the needs of their members and allies
to advance their career, to advance the
community, to focus on the culture.
For example, the women’s ERG focuses
on how to advance, retain,and ele-

vate women through mentorship and
sponsorship, programming and creating
robust allyship programming.

Q. Are you a mentor?

A.Tam a mentor, but I focus a bit more
on being a sponsor. A mentor helps
someone directly and gives advice,

but leaves the implementation of that
advice up to the mentee. A sponsor has
shared responsibility for action, partic-
ularly action when the person you’re
sponsoring might not be in the room.
For example, I may be in a meeting and
hear about something that I think could
be an opportunity that uses your skills
and advances you and I might go to the
person after the meeting and put you
forward as someone who is a good fit.
The amount of personal growth that I
get from investing myself in someone
else’s growth and development is amaz-
ing, and I’ve built some of my strongest
relationships through that.

Q. What is your favorite thing about
your job?

A.Tlike that I get to lead a team of
people who are so mission-driven and
believe in the work they are doing and

Cate Stevenson

who come back every day, even when
it’s hard and even when there are
setbacks. It’s incredible to be a part of a
team of people who truly believe Liberty
Mutual is a better place when it’s more
diverse and more inclusive.

Q. What did you do before your cur-
rent job?

A. T’'ve only been in my current role
since February. Before that I had many
different careers at Liberty Mutual. I
was CFO of one of our Global Retail
Markets business groups. But it wasn’t
that fulfilling, and it was more of a job
than I bargained for. Then I took a role
in Digital Claims. But I'm really most
interested in people, and in having a
role that allows people to advance, to
see the best versions of themselves,

to feel like they’re in an environment
where they belong, so I moved into a
strategy role for the People, Purpose
and Brand part of our organization.

Q. What advice would you give to
your younger self?

A. Parlay your personal passions into
your job sooner. I’ve always been ser-
vice minded and community focused, if
I think back to the after school tutoring
program I started, the ESL tutoring I
did, the GED tutoring I did. I did all
sorts of things in the community as a
volunteer, and it took me a long time to

realize that’s what made me happy.

Two Peaks Islanders win
Maine literary awards

A pair of Peaks Islanders have been pre-
sented awards for their works by different
groups honoring writers and illustrators.

Avery Olson, who will be a sophomore
this fall at Casco Bay High School, won a
Maine Literary Award in the Youth Compe-
tition in Fiction category. She was recog-

nized for her entry titled “Memories.”

The Maine Literary Awards are presented
annually by the Maine Writers & Publishers
Alliance, which also recognized another

Peaks Islander this year.

Illustrator Jamie Hogan was a finalist for
“The Lobster Lady”, a book by Alexandra

S.D. Hinrichs.

Hogan also was the first person to win
two Lupine Awards from the Maine Library
Association. One was for illustrating ”The
Lobster Lady” and the other for illustrat-
ing “Oh, Chickadee!” by Jennifer Richard

Jacobson.

-~

Avery Olson



Lens,
Crafter

Edwardian-style pen-and-ink illus-
trations. Her photographs, primarily
black and white or muted in color,
have a moody, Gothic feel, suffused
with deep shadows and pronounced
contrasts.

“People say to me, ‘When I see
your photographs in my feed, I always
know it’s you because they’re so dark

STACEY
KORS

A black wooden box sits on one end
of Heather Wasklewicz’s dining table
in her house on Highland Avenue. In-
side, there’s a party going on: stylish
guests, bedazzled in sequins, glitter,
and extravagant hats, dance and min-
gle amid baskets of roses and elabo-
rately decorated, multi-tiered cakes.

“Ilove dioramas,” she said, tipping
up the box so I can get a better look.
“Years ago, I made one for my friend
as a gift. That was just paper that I
cut around, before I started using a
Skilsaw. Now, I make one every year
and give them as gifts, usually for
someone’s 50th birthday.”

This diorama, however, was not
made for a friend, but for an exhibit
at The Crow’s Nest. When Danielle
Madore invited Wasklewicz, who is
known for her photography, to partici-
pate in a group show this summer, she
was reluctant to contribute another
photograph. “I have a photography
show there in August, so I wanted
to do something different,” she said.
“I love Edward Gorey, so I thought,
‘Wouldn’t it be funny if I made a
diorama that had an Edward Gorey
theme, but instead of his characters
being in graveyards, they’re happily

and broody,”” she said. “Which to me
is funny, because ‘broody’ is a term I
associate with chickens! But it’s true,
I tend towards darker themes. And if
it’s not a dark theme, I’ll filter them in
that way. It’s just my style.”

The Monhegan native got her first
camera as a present from her parents
for her 16th birthday, but it wasn’t
until the rise of social media that she
had a broad audience for her images,
which she initially took with a digital
camera and later an iPhone. Then
in 2018, Wasklewicz’s friend Holly
Hurd-Forsyth, curator at the Fifth
Maine Museum, told Heather that she
was going to start using the dining
room as an exhibit space, and offered
her a show. She has since exhibited

baking cakes?’”
It’s not surprising that Waskle-

Left: Photographer and crafter Heather Wasklewicz. Right: Wasklewicz’s diorama,
“Flora & Fauna Found,” currently on display in the Fifth Maine’s FLORA exhibit.

wicz connects with Gorey’s eerie,

- Photos courtesy of Heather Wasklewicz

at the Peaks Library and The Crow’s
Nest. Laid Bare, Heather’s upcoming
show at The Crow’s Nest, runs from
August 16 to 25.

“I haven’t quite developed what it
will look like,” she said, “but an exam-
ple might be if you’re walking through
the woods and birch trees are splayed
open and they’re just exposed and a
little grotesque. Something that has a
sort of rawness about it.”

Photography isn’t the only medium
through which Wasklewiczr explores
life’s darker subjects. In the blog
posts on her website (heatherwask-
lewiczphotography.com), she writes
with surprising candor about her per-
sonal losses — including the sudden
death of her father when she was a
college sophomore.

“He had a massive stroke while
transporting a woman on his boat who
was going into diabetic coma,” she
said. “So it became a double rescue.
He had been in the Coast Guard and
was retired by then, but he died at
the wheel of his boat, doing some-
thing that came so naturally to him. I
always make sure I tell people that, to
honor him and what happened.”

Living in the tight-knit community
of Monhegan made a world of differ-
ence for Heather’s family, especially
her mother, following their devastat-
ing loss. “My mom was only 45 when
he died,” she said, “so still pretty
young. When something happens
there, people truly come together to
support you, and that’s just gold. That
is the beauty of all small communities,
but especially island communities.”

It took more than a decade for

Continued on next page

Garden planned in memory of church music director

By Ross Sneyd
Peaks Island News

New Brackett Church is raising mon-
ey to create a garden at the front of the
building to honor longtime church mu-

sic director Jan Thomas.

) o Daylily
Steve Mohr and Tanya Seredin, land- ¥ Hayscented
scape architects who live adjacent to
the church, created a design and plan to P i

donate a memorial bench for the project.

It will be created where the handi-
capped entrance once stood at the front
of the building and extend toward the
church’s front steps. The design also
includes new landscaping at the rear of
the building where a new handicapped
ramp has been created. Peonies

The church is hoping to raise $15,000 \
to pay for the various work.
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Above right: Design outlines the future site of the Jan Thomas Memorial Garden at New Brackett Memorial Church. - Image provided by Steve Mohr and Tanya Seredin
Above left: Jan Thomas, the longtime music director at the church, died in 2023 - Photo courtesy of New Brackett Church
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Wasklewicz to find her next island home. In 2005,
she and her husband moved to Portland from New
York; she discovered Peaks through regular visits to
a college friend living here. “I’d come out to Peaks
on Mondays,” she said. “I got to know other young
moms, and I loved it. I thought, This is the best
community. We need to be here.”

Wasklewicz and her husband bought a house
in 2006, which she now lives in with her partner,
Harvey Johnson, and their children from their
previous marriages. “We’re both introverts and
creatives, so this little house tucked in the woods
has been perfect for us and our blended family,”
she said.

When not engaged in artistic pursuits, Heather
works at the Portland Public Library as a market-
ing associate. Harvey, who does custom woodwork,

You're invited:;
Peaks Island Fund

Summer
Celebration!

PEAKS
ISLAND
FUND

Refreshments, fellowship,
and a toast to the organizations
that keep our community special.

Onthe porch at the Fifth Maine (Sea breeze included)
Thursday, August 8th, from 5:00-7:00pm
Please RSVP: info@peaksislandfund.org

—— R

helps Wasklewicz frame photographs and construct
dioramas. This summer, they joined forces for a
new creative endeavor: co-curating an exhibit at
the Fifth Maine.

“Holly asked if we’d like to curate a show, and
said she’d support us with all of the museum-type
stuff since we’d never done something like this
before. We decided to focus on flora, which every-
one can relate to in some way, especially on this
beautiful island with so much (Peaks Island Land
Preserve)-protected land, and tried to get a mix of
artists with different styles.”

Wasklewicz’s contribution to FLORA, which runs
through Oct. 14, is another diorama, to be raffled
off to raise money for the museum. In keeping with
the exhibit’s theme, Flora and Fauna Found fea-
tures a large map of Peaks along with birds, birch
trees, shells and sea life — and even the island’s

Left: Wask-
lewicz’s 2024
diorama titled
“If Edward
Gorey Had a
Cake Party.”

Right: Wask-
lewicz’s 2024
photograph
“Through These
Trees.”

- Photos cour-
tesy of Heather
Wasklewicz

unusual and elusive piebald deer.

Before leaving Wasklewicz’s home, I took anoth-
er look at the whimsical artwork on her table. She
flipped a small switch on top of the box, turning on
tiny string lights inside so I could see more clearly.
“That was Harvey’s idea,” she said. I marveled at
the detail: the clock on the wall (an amateur watch
restorer, Harvey contributed a watch face); the paper
parasol that came from Wasklewicz’s Mother’s Day
cocktail at Island Lobster; the miniature handmade
flowers, beads and sequins, each individually hot-
glued into place.

“They’re a lot of work,” she said, “but I love do-
ing them. When I finish one I always say to Harvey,
‘I'm never doing this again.’

“And then I do it.”

Stacey Kors is a freelance arts writer.

JOIN US FOR A SUMMER FILLED WITH
FRIENDS, FUN, AND FABULOUS EVENTS

Visit www.teiaclub.org to learn more about our programs and join

our membership.

207-613-7460 ° vinalenergy.com

B VINAL
ENERGY
]

SERVES
MAINE
ISLANDERS
ALL DAY
EVERY DAY




ISLAND-WIDE

CELEBRATION

PeaksFest 2024, spanning three days in June, brought neighbors
together for the 22nd year with fun, food and festivities.

| 4

Above: Fiona Crothers, 8,
mid-pie eating contest at
St. Christopher’s church on
June 22.

Right: Faith York and the |
Peaks Island Ukes perform
outside Down Front as part

of PeaksFest festivities on

June 22.

Far right: Reta Morrill, this
year’s Ms. PeaksFest, rides
in style in the “PeaksFest
Mobile” during the event’s
parade on June 22.

- Photos by Cara Dolan
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BUYERS ARE LOOKING
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